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News from Around the Diocese
St Peter’s Stornoway & St Moluag’s, Eoropaidh
Our Dedication Festival at St.Peter’s was
made special this year as we were gifted a
beautiful altar frontal for St.Moluag’s at
Eoropaidh. It was made and embroidered by
Ruth Black in memory of her mother, the
Revd. Barbara Morrison, Priest in Charge of
St.Moluag’s for many years. Tony Hawkett
and Dorothy Cessford, Church Wardens at
Eoropaidh presented the frontal for blessing
before transporting it up to the church ready
for the Christmas Christingle service.
Early in November, St Peter’s held an
introductory workshop on a Scripture based
trauma healing program ‘Healing the
Wounded Heart’. This initiative was facilitated
by Marion Mackay our Lay Rep, together with
Neil Davis, and led by Joanna George who is
currently undergoing training in this field with
the Scottish Bible Society .
We hope to offer further workshops to the
community in future once Joanna and her
colleague Marianne have completed the training.
This week two members of the congregation,
Dorothy and Susie, were commissioned as
Street Pastors for Stornoway. This ecumenical
project provides a valuable resource to the
community and the Police, helping to keep vulnerable youngsters safe on the streets
late at night, particularly as the festive season draws near .
Now we are looking forward to a December visit from Bishop Kevin, and all the
wonderful celebrations of Advent and Christmas. Sr.Clare

Diocesan Retreat
Ten satisfied retreatants departed from the
College of the Holy Spirit, Isle of Cumbrae
filled with Fruits of the Spirit! The Diocesan
annual retreat was a tremendous success.
Over two and a half days we spent time
together exploring Galatians 5 through
creative bible journalling. These techniques
were new to most, though not to all but
that made no difference. The retreat was
led by Revd Jane MacLaren and she
expertly steered us through a multitude of

Journalling in progress

techniques which took us on a journey, the end of which demonstrated a rich
palette of colour and images. By the last day we were all using ways to represent,
illustrate and decorate scripture without necessarily using words – though many of
us were doing that too!
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Not only had we experienced different
ways to journal our thoughts, we also
experimented with a different way to
pray. We had the opportunity to pray
about the fruits of the spirit: love,
joy,
peace,
patience,
kindness,
goodness, gentleness, faithfulness
and
self-control
and
express
something about these with God. No
two sessions were the same. People
were eager to learn about the
different techniques, to hear Jane
unpack some theological content, and enthuse us into having a go! She showed a
depth and breadth of theological knowledge that was truly inspiring.
The other aspects of the retreat were familiar to those who had been to previous
Diocesan retreats – the option of going to Morning Prayer, midday Eucharist,
Evening Prayer and Compline. We were in silence from Compline on the first night
and talked again at the evening meal on the second full day, and boy were we
ready to talk about our experiences! There was so much to share.
Our thanks go to the staff who made the stay so comfortable and kept us all
beautifully fed. We all enjoyed a piece of watermelon which had been on display
(in its whole form!) over the retreat as a ‘melon of encouragement’. The melon,
prepared for eating on the last evening, is pictured with the new mission and
ministry development officers, Dr Chris & Dr Ros Brett who also took part in the
retreat and were assiduously taking notes as we evaluated the retreat. Many
ideas were shared as well as the melon but if you weren’t at the retreat and
would like to make suggestions for next year’s Diocesan retreat then please
contact the Diocesan Office and your idea can be passed on to Ros and Chris. In
the meantime, if you would like to look at any of the journalling methods on line
please go to Jane’s blog here: http://www.biblejournalling.co.uk/?p=145 or her
‘You Tube’ channel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUh62DGMQ7Y&t=8s .
Rev Elaine C Garman, Former Mission Enabler for the Diocese of Argyll & The
Isles

The retreatants with Revd Jane MacLaren

The Reverend Peter Langford Rice (1949 - 2018)
A late ordinand, following a career in the Royal Navy, Peter Rice arrived in the
Diocese of Argyll & The Isles in 2003, as Priest-in-Charge of a cluster of small
churches and island communities that became known as the West Highland
Region.
His incumbency began inauspiciously by his having to undergo several changes of
address in the first few months whilst, at the same time, the boundaries of his
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Innovative in his thinking, his fresh approach to inter-denominational worship
gained him many friends and fans. His ability to empathise and understand people –
something he attributed to his time in the Royal Navy - ensured that he was a
compassionate friend to the sick and the dying – and he was great company at
weddings!
He was once asked by a parishioner, whom he had visited in prison, what Christians
believed in. His reply was:
‘My faith is founded on two things:
My love for a forgiving, loving reality called Jesus Christ,
Love of one’s human neighbour in all our frailty. It’s that simple.’
He much enjoyed social company. His enthusiasm for the works of John Buchan was
infectious and he and Fiona were regular members of a local group of Scottish
Country Dance enthusiasts who regularly blundered inexpertly round a local village
hall.
A particularly poignant memory, from 2008, is that of his celebrating a sun-rise
Ascension Day Eucharist in the hills of Glencoe on his final day as Priest-in-Charge.
His congregations simply did not want him to leave.
He moved to Fiona’s family home in Lochgair, still in the Diocese, where he helped
minister to the parishes of Dunoon, Rothesay, and Tighnabruach during their
interregnum and he continued ably to support and assist the few stipendiary clergy
until encroaching ill-health resulted in his being unable any longer to drive.
In 2017, he and Fiona moved to Pershore in Worcestershire to be nearer to family
and to have access to local amenities without recourse to driving. Sadly, his health
continued to deteriorate and he faced his last days, in considerable pain, with great
fortitude.
The thoughts and prayers of all those in the West Highland Region of the Scottish
Episcopal Church and throughout the Episcopal Diocese of Argyll & The Isles are
with Fiona and their daughters, Eleanor and Bella and their families.
‘An honest man’s the noblest work of God’ (Robert Burns after Alexander Pope), and
Peter Rice was all of that. John Connolly

The Primus reflects on the remembrance of the Armistice
10th November
Today I stood in the Cathedral in Inverness as we prepared to end a
responsibility we have undertaken here for four years.

Poppies by
Raasay
Youth
Group
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Region were altered, not always to his liking. However, he, together with his wife,
Fiona, rose, quite magnificently, above those tribulations to exercise a highly
successful ministry over the next five years. He was and remains much loved
throughout the area, known affectionately as ‘Pisky Pete’ by his many nonconformist friends.
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On the Centenary of the outbreak of WW1 a candle had been lit in the Parish
Church in Inverness that candle was then escorted across the river to the
Cathedral and we have kept a candle burning until this weekend, the
remembrance of the ending of the war.
I hadn’t really considered the effect on me of the removal of this symbol, the last
remnant of its light will go out after the evening service tomorrow, that is until
today as we prepared for another civic service at which the light from the candle
was returned across the river. I think I had been more concerned about the odd
symbolism of this than the accrued effect of the light ending.
Four years, how my life has changed in those four years, new family
relationships, new family members, deaths, births, marriages. Ill health, good
health, changes in society. It all seems such a long time, four years, yet that was
how long the people of the world were at war, how long the trench system was
defended, the time that shells landed, the 4 years of fear, death and destruction.
Today it really hit home, those four years that the slaughtered could have
contributed to their society.
Four years of education and discovery, four years of love and creation, four years
of exploration and home building, and yet in these four years from 1914-18 we
saw little of that and our communities are still the poorer for it.
So as we remember those sacrificed on the political aspirations of world leaders,
let us also mourn the loss to the world of all that those who paid that final
sacrifice. (Reproduced from inspires online, available from the Provincial website
www.scotland.anglican.org)

To all congregations in the Scottish Episcopal Church
It’s my great pleasure to write to you about an important and long-standing
partnership with a Scottish children’s charity; one which is especially close to my
heart. I write this not just on my own behalf but on behalf of the College of
Bishops.
As you may know, Aberlour Childcare Trust, as it’s known today, was established
in 1875 by Canon Jupp, one of my predecessors as Rector of St Margaret’s,
Aberlour. It was originally The Aberlour Orphanage but moved away from that
work to become one of the foremost providers of children’s support and
development in Scotland. I have seen first hand the work of Aberlour and have
met with many of the young people they work with and care for. I’m proud to say
that we, as a church, have an association with Aberlour.
One way to help with this work is to find ways of raising the profile of Aberlour
and to also find ways of supporting them. During Advent and Christmas many of
our congregations will be organising Services of Light or Christingle services.
Christingle was brought to the UK from Germany fifty years ago by The Children’s
Society, which supports children in England. Since then, members of the Church
of England have raised millions of pounds for children through Christingle events.
I know from experience that many children and families look forward eagerly to
Christingle as one of their main Advent services.
Sadly though, many children and families in our communities around Scotland
are facing a very difficult festive season. Aberlour has developed over 40
specialised services around the country to support them. Aberlour continues to
provide loving homes for children through residential and fostering services; they
give babies a brighter future by building confidence in their parents; they offer
support to make life easier for families where a child has a disability and they
help parents to recover from drug and alcohol misuse, poor mental health and
domestic abuse, so their children can thrive. I believe it would be wonderful for
our congregations to support such important work and that’s why I’m suggesting
we do so through our services this Christmas.
In recognition of the work that Aberlour does in our communities and in honour
of 50 years since Christingle came to these shores, perhaps your congregation
might consider supporting this wonderful Scottish charity, especially by
fundraising through Christmas services.
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The staff at Aberlour have said that they would be delighted to visit your
congregations if you would like to hear more about the work they do. Just give them
a call on 01786 450 335 or email hello@aberlour.org.uk

New Facebook page for The Primus
For news and statements from the Most Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross &
Caithness and Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church please see this new Facebook
page which will post regular updates on Bishop Mark’s activities in Scotland and
throughout the Anglican Communion.
You can follow Bishop Mark's https://www.facebook.com/ThePrimusSEC
(Reproduced from inspires online, available from the Provincial website
www.scotland.anglican.org)

Hope in the Rural Church
A one-Day Conference organised by the Scottish Churches Rural Group on 1 May
2019 at St Matthew’s Church, Perth.
At the 2018 Royal Highland Show the ACTS Scottish Churches Rural Group launched
a Report detailing its reflections on the results of the 2016 Scottish Church Census.
The report assessed the implications for rural Churches in Scotland of the data
presented in “Growth Amidst Decline”. While the general picture was one of falling
numbers attending Sunday worship and an aging church we were able to identify
that other approaches to both worship and to participation in church linked activities
seemed to be flourishing. For the church to evolve so as to link with these green
shoots of hope requires significant change in thinking and in how the church uses its
resources. There is a clear need for those involved in leadership roles within the
church to discuss the actions needed to build upon these different approaches so as
to ensure that the church remains at the core of current Rural life in Scotland.
Achieving this on an ecumenical basis is the aim of this conference.
The conference will be based around the three major themes of the 2018 Report,
Hope for Growth, Fresh Expressions and Church in Community. Hope for growth will
involve a realistic assessment of the growth areas for rural church with a lead
speaker from the Arthur Rank Centre. Fresh expressions will involve a panel
comprising speakers from Fresh Expressions, Filling Station and the Scottish Bible
Society. Church in community will follow a similar format but with a panel including
speakers covering, agricultural chaplaincy, pilgrimage and eco-congregation. Rather
than just a series of lectures, sessions will be built around both round table and
plenary discussion.
A full Programme and Booking Information will be available early in 2019 but we
now ask you the book the date in your diary. David Atkinson, Convener of the

Provincial Church in Society Commiee

Scottish Episcopal Institute Lecture 2018
This year’s Lecture was held on Thursday 11 October at 5.30pm in Parliament Hall,
St Andrews. Professor Elaine Graham, Grosvenor Research Professor of Practical
Theology, University of Chester and Canon Theologian of Chester Cathedral,
delivered a paper entitled ‘Liberating the Laity: a Theology for a Learning
Church’.The lecture was live streamed on the Scottish Episcopal Church Facebook
page and a recording of the event can be found at https://www.facebook.com/
scottishepiscopalchurch/videos/334538767280802/
(Reproduced from inspires online, available from the Provincial website
www.scotland.anglican.org)

News and Events from the Province

Wishing you a blessed and peaceful Christmas.
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CONTACT US

The office is staffed
9.30am-2.30pm
Mon-Thurs
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ
Telephone 01631 570870
Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org
Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: The Very Rev Canon Margi Campbell
Telephone : 01631 562323
provostoban@argyll.anglican.org
Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870
secretary@argyll.anglican.org
Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk
Mission Enablers: Dr Chris & Dr Ros Brett
Telephone: 07711 944807
missionenablers@argyll.anglican.org

Diocesan Diary
Saturday, 1st December
Tuesday, 12th March
Wednesday, 13th March

Lay Leadership Day
Diocesan Conference, Synod Eucharist & Diocesan Dinner
Diocesan Synod

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The December Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be
received at the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 7th January, 2019
WEBSITES www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
INSPIRES ONLINE
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.
PISKY.SCOT
Visit the online magazine and forum of the Scottish Episcopal Church at http://pisky.scot/
The latest Scottish Episcopal Institute Newsletter can be found on the link below or on the Diocesan
The SEI
Website. https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-newsletter/
Journal is also available at
https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/seijournal/

We are celebrating INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY 18th December
with a wee creative arts event - please could you promo our flyer as we
would like to receive as many submissions as possible from across Argyll.
If people wish to take part they can email their entries
to sharon@argyllshare.co.uk and we will publish best ones in a booklet in
the new year as part of our fire-starter festival event 5th February
2019
https://firestarterfestival.com/events/shareargyll-rucksacks-rebels52902348348/
www.argyllshare.co.uk

