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New Provost Collated and Installed 

The Cathedral of St John the Divine was 

full on Friday, 25th May as Rev Margi 

Campbell was collated and installed as 

Rector of St Johns, Oban and St James, 

Ardbrecknish and as Provost of the 

Cathedral by The Rt Rev Kevin Pearson, 

Bishop of Argyll and The Isles. 

Provosts and clergy from the other 

Dioceses were in attendance as well as 

local Scottish Episcopal clergy, 

ecumenical visitors and local dignitaries. 

A large number of folk had made the 

trek from Rev Margi’s previous Charge in 

the South of England and the new 

congregation were present in large 

numbers to welcome their new priest. 

Rev Margi was presented to the Bishop 

by David Pollard and Donald Shell, 

Church Wardens. 

James Campbell, Rev Margi’s husband; 

Donald Shell, Lay Reader and Rev Ian 

Walter delivered the readings and the 

Bishop gave the Sermon. The Diocesan Secretary, Peter Kemp read the Deed of 

Collation then various gifts were presented to Rev Margi by members of the two 

congregations.  

A buffet at The Argyllshire Gathering Halls followed. 

The Bishop escorts The Very Rev Margi Campbell to the Provost’s stall 
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Hold the Date! 
Argyll & The Isles Diocesan Retreat 2018 

 
Monday 29th October – Thursday 1st November 

College of the Holy Spirit & Cathedral of the Isles,  

Isle of Cumbrae 

‘Fruit of the Spirit’ 
Explore ways to express your prayers and thoughts about scripture 
throughout these few days through creative journalling. 

Led by Revd Jane MacLaren, this promises to be a wonderful opportunity to 

enjoy silence, space and time in a beautiful environment – what could be 

better!  

  

 

‘Fruit of the Spirit’ 
 

Explore the Fruit of the Spirit 

What does it really mean when we talk about the fruit of the Spirit? This retreat 

will help us creatively explore what Paul is talking about in Galatians 5. As we 

consider the questions we find a life-transforming way of thinking and acting, 

bring freedom and joy. Far from being another list of Biblical ‘to-dos’, the fruit of 

the Spirit help us make sense of life, ourselves, and the world all around us, 

giving us renewed hope. 

Looking at each of the ‘fruit’ in turn, we will use words, colours, images and the 

scenery all around us at Cumbrae to study and journal with them. Whether you 

like reading, writing, painting, crafting, photography or simply going for a quiet 

walk alone there will be something for everyone with time and space to explore 

in your own way.  

A focus for the retreat will be the chance to engage in creative Bible journalling. 

Workshops on simple creative techniques and a room full of materials will be 

provided. Every retreatant will receive their own ‘journalling pack’ to use at 

Cumbrae and take home afterwards. This will include study notes and journalling 

prompts on the nine fruits of the Spirit, a soft-backed journal, inspiring supplies 

to help you get going with some creativity, and additional goodies! There will 

also be facility for printing your own photos to use in your journalling via a 

laptop or from a memory stick.  

Creative Bible Journalling 

Creative Bible Journalling is a great way to 

deepen your relationship with God, study the 

Bible and enjoy using colour and image as you 

study His word. You don't need to be ‘artistic’ - 

just prepared to explore using colours, pictures, 

cutting, sticking, or experimenting with paint or 

photographs. It's a chance to play as well as 

pray. The two are a powerful combination. By using colour and images, and by 

engaging in calming activity such as cutting, sticking and spreading paint, we 

can enter a zone where our brains are operating on a different level. From this 

place we can often see things from a different perspective, and find new truths 

about ourselves and God. 

Details are online at http://cathedraloftheisles.org/diocesanretreat2018/ as well 

as through the Open Programme page on the Cathedral of The Isles website and 

on the Diocesan website 

Help with costs is available. Please contact Bishop Kevin in the first instance. 

Rev Elaine Garman 
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A Pentecost Tree abounding in the Gifts and Fruits of 

the Spirit, overflowing from the River of the Water of 

Life.  

The Children of God dancing for joy around the signs of 

the New Creation on the 8th day, Pentecost.  

Pentecost Celebrated in Christ Church, Lochgilphead 

The Congregations of Mid 

Argyll went on a Pilgrimage 

to Islay 

As I write this, in a couple of weeks I will be taking my last service in Cowal and 

Bute. The good folks of Holy Trinity, Dunoon will join with their sister congregation 

in St Paul’s, Rothesay, probably with some friends from other churches on Bute. It 

will be a major part of my transition from Curate to Rector. I will also leave the post 

of Mission Enabler for the Diocese. 

During my curacy we have been careful to do things sustainably to lessen any 

negative impact when I left but inevitably there will be impacts – and that is 

difficult. The biggest impact is leaving people – whilst contact may be maintained 

the relationship changes. As Mission Enabler, I have been to many of the churches 

across the Diocese taking services and supporting congregations with Mission, 

delivered lay leadership days, been planning the this year’s Diocesan retreat, even 

started the planning for Diocesan Synod 2019 and in amongst  that the gel in it all, 

is people. 

Rev Elaine Garman—A time of transition 

In the Mission Enabler role seeing what things 

could be developed, developing relationships and 

then leaving it to others is tough. My photograph 

of the magnolia tree that I planted 15 years ago, 

is for the first time, blooming – someone else will 

have the reward of the harvest! It’s kind of fitting. 

My move to St John the Evangelist Forfar will not 

be like jumping in at the deep end as a Rector 

because that is what the training has been about. 

But I’m sure it will be a cold shower at times! No 

Training Incumbent to whom to shout for help! But the Diocese of St Andrew’s, 

Dunkeld and Dunblane does have a buddy system so that should help with the 

transition. And I take all of the experience in both roles as Curate and Mission 

Enabler with me. 

When I left my NHS post last year I had an ‘air gap’ in October as I left my secular 

job behind. I have a similar gap this time but will have a house move as well as 

continuing Provincial responsibilities for SEI Council and Church in Society 

Committee and a joint development session with the Church of Scotland for those 

in training, a good way to conclude my curacy – no trip to the Norfolk Broads 

planned this time!  

One thing that doesn’t transition is our boat – it stays on the West Coast. So we 

may well, at different points in the future pitch up on a Sunday morning 

somewhere on the extensive Argyll and The Isles coastline. 

As everyone knows who has left a job there is a frenzy to get everything finished 
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The Rev Canon Ian Paton has been elected as the new Bishop of St Andrews, 

Dunkeld and Dunblane, and The Very Rev Andrew Swift has been elected as 

the new Bishop of Brechin. 

The election of the new bishop was carried out by the Electoral Synod (comprising 

representatives of clergy and lay members from the Diocese).  The Primus of the 

Scottish Episcopal Church, the Most Rev Mark Strange, says “I am delighted that 

the Electoral Synods have elected Ian Paton and Andrew Swift as their new Bishop 

in each of their Dioceses and I thank the members of the Electoral Synod for the 

work that they have done in this process. 

“I look forward to welcoming both Ian and Andrew to the College of Bishops and to 

working with them, and I am sure that the Diocese of Brechin and the Diocese of 

St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane will look forward to their respective leadership 

and inspiration in the future development of Mission and Ministry across each of 

the Dioceses.  I ask that we hold them both in prayer as they each move to a new 

stage of their ministry and prepare for their consecration.” 

The Very Rev Andrew Swift DL (Bishop Elect for the Diocese of Brechin)  

has been Dean of Argyll and The Isles since 2012, Rector of Dunoon and Rothesay 

in that diocese since 2010 and a member of the Scottish Episcopal Church General 

Synod from 2011.   

He has been a Depute Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute since 2016. He previously 

served in the Diocese of Gloucester, following a career as a shipbuilding executive, 

Civil Service research engineer and a junior officer in the RAF.  He was born 1968 

in Aberdeen and grew up in Dunblane. He studied at the Universities of Edinburgh, 

Aberdeen and Oxford.   

The Very Rev Andrew Swift is married to Mary, a native of Stranraer, and they 

have three children - Frances (16), Peter (19) and Eleanor (21). For leisure, the 

family enjoy narrow-boating on the Scottish canals with their Collie, Molly.  

On hearing the news of his election the Very Rev Andrew Swift said “It is a 

wonderful and humbling honour to be elected as the next Bishop of Brechin.  I 

would like to thank the electoral synod for their trust in me, and look forward very 

much to working with all the Scottish Episcopal Churches of Brechin to help them 

build up their confidence, witness and mission in Dundee, Angus, the Mearns and 

Carse of Gowrie.  I am also praying for my fellow candidates in the election - 

thanks and blessings for them all.” 

off – but of course you never do. This is part of the letting go – challenging 

whatever the transition. Children leave home, a loved one dies and you take on a 

new role as a result. A new wife/husband, a mother – the very nature of which 

means some things are let go. A new Rector will, I’m sure be no different. 

A new land, even though I’m a returner to the East Coast – reacquainting myself 

with the culture, the accents, bigger skies, new people, a new vestry, new 

community groups and activities as well as leading services in a new space – all 

of this is exciting. Husband Gordon will of course be delighted to get to know a 

new man cave! 

Some things help with the transition – preparing and doing things for the final 

time. Lunches, dinners, a final coffee together all help with the departure.  Saying 

goodbye is important, poignant. Memories shared and tears shed all seem part of 

it. I can’t know the reality of what faces me yet. However much I think about it, I 

can’t totally prepare other than trusting the training and God. Thank you all for 

sharing the last few years with me. I take these experiences eastward.  

Rev Elaine Garman 

The Summer Concert Series for this year has now been finalised. You'll find full 

details on the Cathedral website at http://cathedraloftheisles.org/cathedral/music/

summer-concert-series/  

Cathedral of The Isles—Music for a Summer Afternoon 

New Bishops Elected  
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The Rev Canon Ian Paton (Bishop Elect for the Diocese of St Andrews, 

Dunkeld & Dunblane) has been Rector of Old St Paul’s Church, Edinburgh since 

1997, and is also honorary Anglican Chaplain to Edinburgh University, Canon of St 

Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh and Associate Tutor at the Scottish Episcopal Institute. 

He was previously a rector in East Lothian, Vice-Provost of St Mary’s Cathedral, a 

university chaplain in Oxford, a bishop’s chaplain, and a curate in Reading. He is a 

former convener of the Scottish Episcopal Church’s (SEC) provincial Liturgy 

Committee, involved in writing new services for the SEC, and continues to teach 

worship to students training for ministry. He is a supporter of the ordination of 

women, the rights of LGBTQI people, and the inclusion of people of all ages in the 

Church.  

Canon Ian Paton is married and he and his wife have four grown-up children. They 

enjoy art and poetry, hospitality around the dinner table and have a love of the sea.   

On hearing the news of his election Canon Ian Paton said “I am very happy and 

deeply honoured to have been elected by the people of St Andrews, Dunkeld & 

Dunblane to serve them as their Bishop.  I ask for your prayers for the whole Diocese, 

and for me, as we set out together on this new journey for all of us.” 

The services  of consecration will take place – dates  yet to be confirmed - in St Paul’s 

Cathedral, Dundee (for the Bishop of Brechin) and St Ninian’s  Cathedral, Perth (for 

the Bishop of St Andrews , Dunkeld & Dunblane. 

In delivering his Bishop’s Charge at the Glasgow & Galloway Diocesan Synod on 

Saturday 12 May, the Rt Rev Dr Gregor Duncan announced his intention to retire from 

the Office of Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway and said "For the avoidance of doubt and, 

may it be said, of speculation, I want to begin my charge this year by outlining to you 

my future plans. As I hope must be fairly obvious, my health has continued to 

improve and in October this year, assuming I get that far in this life, I will be 68, an 

age at which I have for quite some time thought it would be good to retire and lay 

down the pastoral staff on the altar of the Cathedral. By then I will have been bishop 

of this amazing diocese for 8.5 years, a period I guess to have been quite long 

enough. I have already informed the Cathedral Chapter, my Staff Group and the 

Office Staff of that intention, and now I want to make it known to the whole diocese 

that I intend to retire on 11 October 2018, my 68th birthday.” (reprinted from 

Inspires online) 

The Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway  

Announces His Retirement 

This year’s General Synod takes place 7-9 June at St 

Pauls & St George’s Church, York Place, 

Edinburgh.  There is a public gallery at the venue and the Opening Eucharist and 

sessions of General Synod will be available to follow on video livestream. A link to the 

livestream will be available on the morning of 7 June. The Synod papers are now 

available on the Scottish Episcopal Church website at https://

www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/organisation/boards-and-committees/the-

general-synod/ 

General Synod 2018 

The only way we are going to solve poverty is by people 
actually caring for their neighbour" says Primus  

Speaking in an interview with The Times  newspaper the Most Rev Mark Strange, Bish-

op of Moray, Ross & Caithness and Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church spoke on a 

range of topics and shared some of his own experiences, not least his experience of 

homelessness many years ago. Read more at https://www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-

content/uploads/The-Times-14-May.pdf (Reprinted from Inspires online) 

The latest SEI Newsletter can be found on the link below or on the Diocesan Website. 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-

newsletter/  The SEI Journal is also available at  https://www.scotland.anglican.org/

who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-journal/  

Latest Scottish Episcopal Institute Newsletter 
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The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US 
Who’s who  

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift DL 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev Margi Campbell 

Telephone : 01631 562323 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Mission Enabler: Rev Elaine Garman (until the end of June) 

Telephone: 01700 505617 

revelainegarman@aol.com 

Communications 

NEWSLETTER 

The June Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at 

the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 25th June, 2018.  

WEBSITES  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

INSPIRES ONLINE 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

PISKY.SCOT 

Visit the online magazine and forum of the Scottish Episcopal Church at http://pisky.scot/ 

Diocesan Diary 

Tuesday, 10th July Diocesan Standing Committee 

Tuesday, 16th October Diocesan Standing Committee 

Monday 29th Oct—Thursday 1st Nov — Diocesan Retreat on Cumbrae 

The Armed Forces Community Covenant Fund is now open for application for up to £20,000 for organisation / 

projects that can demonstrate they facilitate integration of services and veterans families using the key focus 

of  Health and Wellbeing, Education and Employment or Events and Commemorations.  

To download  the guidance notes and application form please go to www.covenantfund.org.uk 

The Armed Forces Community Covenant Fund  

10:30-4 Saturday 30 June, 2018;  

Threshold Centre, Perth PH2 8LJ, St John The Baptist Episcopal Church, Princes Street  

A day of prayer, study & organising   Tea/coffee provided, please bring a shared lunch  

• Is Jesus’ teaching compatible with waging war?        • What do the Gospels tell us?  

• How do we challenge violence of every kind and pursue peace & reconciliation? *  

Speakers  to include: The Revd Dr Clive Barrett, Chair of the Peace Museum, Bradford  

The Revd David Mumford, Former Dean of Brechin Diocese.  

To regis ter or s imply to find out more email: dmumford@phonecoop.coop  

*Marks  of Mission of the Anglican Communion  

Christianity & War—Reclaiming the nonviolence of Jesus  


