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On 25th November, Sr Clare celebrated 50 years since she took her vows with a
service in St Peter’s, Stornoway.

Continuing Ministerial Development

The stipendiary ministry team, together with the Curates in Training, met recently
in Oban for a couple of days of training. This was, as usual, led by Rev Canon
Anne Dyer who is now the Bishop-elect for the United Diocese of Aberdeen and
Orkney.
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News and Events from around the Diocese

Advent Carol Service in St John’s
A good crowd came to St John’s for the Advent
Carol Service led

Christmas Services

throughout the
Diocese can be found on the Diocesan website at
http://www.argyll.anglican.org/christmasservices-2017/

Porvoo Prayer Diary
The Porvoo Prayer Diary for 2018 is now
available from the Diocesan website http://
www.argyll.anglican.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/12/PORVOO-PRAYER-DIARY2018.docx.pdf

I attach SEI’s Christmas card. Thank you for all your support of SEI during this
past year.
May you have a blessed Advent and a Joyous Christmas.
Kind regards,
Anne and all at SEI,
Canon Anne Tomlinson, Principal, Scottish Episcopal Institute

Historic moment in Scottish Episcopal Church as it
elects first female bishop
The Episcopal Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church has elected the Rev Canon
Anne Dyer as the new Bishop of Aberdeen & Orkney. Canon Dyer will be
consecrated Bishop in a service held in St Andrew’s Cathedral, Aberdeen on
Thursday 1 March 2018.
The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church voted to allow the election of
female bishops in 2003, Canon Dyer is the first woman to be elected Bishop. The
See of Aberdeen and Orkney became vacant last November when the Rt Rev Dr
Robert Gillies retired as Bishop of the Diocese.
Canon Dyer has been Rector of Holy Trinity church, Haddington since 2011. Her
wider church involvement includes being a member of the Scottish Episcopal
Institute Council and a member of General Synod.
Being in the first group of women for each of these Orders, Canon Dyer was
ordained Deacon in 1987 and Priest in 1994 in Rochester. She served as Warden
of Cranmer Hall, Durham and before that was Ministry Development Officer in
the Diocese of Rochester. Prior to ordination Anne Dyer read Chemistry at St
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Anne’s College, Oxford and was a Business Systems
Analyst with Unilever before training for ordained
ministry at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and studying
theology at King’s College London.

On hearing of her election Canon Dyer said “I am
delighted to be elected by the Bishops of the
Scottish Episcopal Church to serve as Bishop in the
United Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney. It will be a

privilege to lead the people of this diocese as they continue to make known the love of
God to those in their communities and beyond. I am looking forward to both the
challenge and excitement of serving and worshiping together in diverse locations
across the diocese and to joining the College of Bishops.”
The Most Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness and Primus of the
Scottish Episcopal Church says “I am delighted to welcome the Rev Canon Anne Dyer
to the College of Bishops. Anne brings with her a wealth of experience in theological
education and mission development, and has so many of the gifts sought by the
diocese together with a deeply loving and generous personality.
I am also delighted that those gifts have allowed us to elect a woman to our College
of Bishops. Please pray for Anne, her family, for the congregation at Haddington and
for the Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney as they journey on in faith.”
A Parliamentary Motion to congratulate the Rev Canon Anne Dyer on being elected as
Bishop of Aberdeen & Orkney and also in being the first female bishop in the Scottish
Episcopal Church and wishing her well in her Ministry has been submitted by
Alexander Burnett MSP for Aberdeenshire West and Shadow Minister for Business,
Innovation and Energy.
(copied from inspires online)

Hark! Harold and the Angels sing
Where is that boy? Harold!
Yes Mum, coming Mum, here I am Mum.
Why are you singing that drivel?
Can’t you sing another song?
Go and help your father change a barrel.
Yes Mum, why Mum?
We’re going to be full with returners.
Returners, Mum?’
Oh! Get on, away with you.
Yes Mum, going Mum, gone.
Harold, breathing in fumes, holding his breath,
sits down on a barrel.
Dad?
Yes son.
What are returners?
It’s ‘cos of the decree, everyone shall return from
whence they came,
and wait, this is the best bit, and then we’ll tax
you, hah!
Are we going any where Dad?
No son we’re where we began.
Dad?
Yes.
Can I go and play now?
Outside Harold kicks a ball, happily humming to
himself,
watching a couple slowly making their way into the
yard.
Mum says we’re full up, not a room to be had, she

said, he said,

but you can stay here, the cow wont
mind, she’ll like the company.
Mum?
Yes Harold.
There’s a lady in the stable having a
baby.
Is there dear?
Yes Mum, there really is
and the yard is filling up with Shepherds.
I suppose they’ve got sheep with them
as well?
Actually, yes mum.
Well tell them to keep them out of the
veg. patch,
and what are they doing here any way?
They said they were told to come.
That’s nice, recommended, were we?
I don’t think so mum, it was an angel
told them.
Well it wasn’t one of ours; we’ve never
had an angel stay.
They’ve come to look at the baby.
The one being born in the stable?
Yes mum.
Well, what does your father say about
that?
He doesn’t know yet.
Well you had better go and tell him then,
pass me those plates first.
Dad.
Yes Harold.
(Cont’d on next page)

News and Events from around the Diocese

Canon Dyer is Chair of the East Lothian Foodbank
and is also a regular lecturer across Edinburgh and
the Lothians on the subject of fine art and theology.
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CONTACT US

The office is staffed
9.30am-2.30pm
Mon-Thurs

Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift DL
Telephone : 01369 702444
dean@argyll.anglican.org

Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ

Provost: Vacancy

Telephone 01631 570870

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870
secretary@argyll.anglican.org

Fax 01631 570411
Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org
Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk
Mission Enabler: Rev Elaine Garman
Telephone: 01700 505617
revelainegarman@aol.com

Diocesan Diary
Tuesday, 9th January

Standing Committee & Finance and Property Board

For Christmas Services around the Diocese, please see the Diocesan website.
Please note that the Diocesan Office will be closed from Friday 22nd December until Monday, 8th January.

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The January Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 8th January, 2018.
WEBSITES www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
INSPIRES ONLINE
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.
PISKY.SCOT
Visit the new online magazine and forum of the Scottish Episcopal Church at http://pisky.scot/
(Cont’d from previous page)
There’s a lady having a baby in the stable.
A baby! In our stable?
Yes dad.
Whose is it?
Well I suppose it’s hers and her mans,
And the yards full of Shepherds, with sheep.
With sheep? Shepherds with sheep?
Yes dad, lots.
Why?
They say they were sent by an angel.
If this is one of your silly games.
No dad, really dad, come and look.
I can’t just leave the bar, lad, we’re full.
But mum said.
Never mind what your mother said, off you go,
And tell them there’s a new barrel on.

Harold looked in through the stable door,
the baby was bundled up on some straw.
The donkey was asleep on its feet, the cow was lying down.
Some of the Shepherds were crouching down, watching,
the sheep were milling about.
The sky was full of stars that seemed to be singing,
and a bright light was hovering over the stable.
Harold felt he knew the song the stars were singing,
So he joined in.
Harold!
Yes mum.
Is that you singing again?
It’s not just me.
Well, all of you stop it, right now.
Ok mum.
But Harold carried on, eyes wide, head up, singing along with the
stars,
it seemed the thing to do. Alexander Hamilton

