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Living our Vision – from Membership to Discipleship 

 

 

Membership and Discipleship: Is there a difference? 

At our Diocesan Synod, congregations were asked to consider 

this question as preparation for the following sessions.  A 

group leader from each charge or group of charges will be 

asked to attend the lay leadership training day which will 

take place on Saturday June 3rd.   

Course material Year 1 

The following material may be covered in three sessions, or 

at a one-off event such as a congregational study day, or in 

small bites, for example over lunch after a Sunday service.  

It’s up to you.   

You will need Bibles, ideally copies of the NRSV.  Leaders 

should print out any longer passages not quoted in full in the 

notes. 

Our Purpose is to advance the mission of our church by 

reflecting on and deepening our commitment as disciples.   
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Opening worship 

Scripture passages 

John 13:34-36 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.’  

Ephesians 4: 25 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth 
to our neighbours, for we are members of one another. 

Meditate on these.   

Prayer 

Loving God who has called us together today, open our hearts to 

receive your love so that we may love one another and 

demonstrate your love in our communities by our words and 

actions.  Bless the work we will do today and hear us as we pray in 

the words that Jesus taught us, 

Our Father/ Our Father in heaven (as custom).  

------------------------------------------------------ 
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Membership 

 

In pairs –   

• List the clubs or organisations of which you are a 

member.   

• What does this involve in time and effort?               

 

Plenary: 

What does it mean to be a member of an organisation?   

 

Church Membership 

To be a ‘member’, you need to have been baptised and to 

have attended communion at least once per year.  In the 

SEC, unlike other provinces of the Anglican Communion, 

confirmation does not in itself constitute membership.  The 

SEC has a service for ‘Affirmation of Holy Baptism’ to allow 

adults to make a personal commitment to the vows 

previously made by them or on their behalf.   

Everyone attending a celebration of the Eucharist is invited to 

the ‘open table’ to receive elements or a blessing.  However 

if you are not a member as described above, you cannot be 

on the vestry nor can you vote at the annual meeting.   
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What is needed from the church members to make it 

work?   

When you have made some suggestions, you may find it 

useful to compare them with the list on the flip chart.    

Discipleship    

Try saying ‘I’m a disciple of Jesus Christ’.  How does it feel 

compared to saying ‘I’m a member of the rotary or the WI’? 

You might be a disciple who becomes a member when for 

example you move to a new location.  You might have 

encountered Christ in another setting and be looking for a 

church to join.  But what is it to be a disciple? 

I asked some worshippers in our diocese what they thought 

was the difference between a member and a disciple.   

‘A disciple is a step up from a member like me’ 

‘A disciple must live the Christian message both in and out of 

church, and the part out of church may well be the most 

important.’ 

‘They are the same thing … or should be!’ 

‘Followers of Christ’ 

They (the disciples) all gave up their jobs and relied entirely on the 

Lord 

A: ‘Do we do enough to be called disciples’?  

B: ‘Isn’t it what’s in your heart?’ 
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A ‘disciple’ is one who follows or looks up to a teacher or 

mentor in order to learn.  Discipulus is the Latin for learner, 

hence the English ‘disciple’ translated from the NT Greek 

mathetes.  

In any context – the arts, science, or philosophy for example 

- being a disciple is about a commitment to a teacher or role 

model from whom one learns.  The key words being ‘follow’ 

and ‘learn’, let’s look at each in turn. 

Follow 

Read together the following passages, sharing your thoughts 

on each. 

Mark 1: 16-20  The calling of the first disciples 

Luke 6: 12-19:  Choosing the apostles, ‘a great 

crowd of disciples’  

Matthew 16: 24-25: The cost of discipleship 

John 6:66:   ‘Many turned back’   

Learn 

So what are we to learn?  In Year 2 of Living our Vision we 

will focus specifically on being a ‘learning church’.  However, 

let us take a moment to think about this...  
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In your small group or in plenary, suggest what you think are 

the main teachings of Jesus.   You may find it helpful to 

consult the following: 

 

Luke 6: 19:  The ‘beatitudes’  

John 13.35:  ‘Everyone will know you are my disciples’ 

John 15:12:  ‘A new commandment’  

 

 

Following a person 

The ideas of learning and of following are linked together in 

the Psalms.   

 ‘Teach me O Lord the way of your statutes…’      119: 

32 

‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.’ 

119:105) 

As Christians, we are invited not only to follow a set of 

principles but to follow a person.  Rowan Williams says that 

discipleship is not about turning up from time to time but is a 

‘state of being’.  He reminds us of Jesus words in John’s 

Gospel ‘Abide in me’, ‘Abide in my love’.  (John 15:4, 9) 
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What does ‘following’ Jesus mean to you?  How can we be in 

a relationship with Christ?  

Discuss in small groups.  Share in plenary. 

 

Witness 

Discipleship also involves being a witness to the gospel 

message.  It is not just an individual experience.  We come 

back full circle to ‘membership’.  We do not gather simply to 

feed our daily discipleship needs but also to be a witness in 

the community to the love of God. You may have heard 

William Temple’s statement that the church is the only 

institution that exists primarily for those who are not its 

members.  It is our membership that enables us as a 

community of disciples to serve the world. 

 

Discuss the following questions in pairs or as a group 

How does your church membership help you to live as a 

disciple? 

Is there any way in which it hinders it? 
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Year 1 Task: The Bishop’s Challenge 

 

Ann Morisy invites us to ask:  ‘How will I or the local church 

be a contribution today?’ 

As an expression of our collective discipleship, Bishop Kevin 

invites us to the following task.  

• Choose a topic of interest to you and likely to be of 

interest to members of your local community.  It could 

for example, be an environmental or health and 

wellbeing issue. 

• Explore what in your view is the Christian perspective 

on it (you may not all agree on this!) 

• Invite people along to a discussion - over tea and cake 

for example.  Listen to them.  Share your perspective.    

• Make it clear that this is not a recruiting ploy but an 

opportunity for mutual learning. 

‘Loving one another’ has to be embodied if it is to be shared 

with the wider community.  Is there anything that needs to 

be forgiven?  If there is a need for reconciliation in your 

congregation, pray for healing, and if necessary, invite a 

mediator.   
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Closing worship 

At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus promises ‘I will be with 

you to the end of time’.  It is the promised gift of the Holy 

Spirit that makes this possible. In the letter to the Ephesians 

we read:  

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, (the Father) 

may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner 

being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 

and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled 

with all the fullness of God. 

 

Prayer 

We offer Paul’s prayer as ours for each other. 

Silence 

Blessing   

From where we are to where you need us 

Christ be beside us 

From what we are to what you can make of us 

Christ be before us 
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From the mouthing of generalities to making signs for your 

kingdom 

Christ be beneath us 

Through the streets of this world to the gates of heaven 

Christ be above us 

Surround us with your presence, inspire us with your 

purpose, confirm us in your love. Amen 

From A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications 
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Resources 

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version 

The Reflective Disciple: Roger Walton 

Bothered and Bewildered: Enacting Hope for Troubled Times 

Ann Morisy 

The Invisible church: Steve Aisthorpe 

Being Disciples: Rowan Williams 

Following Jesus: Alison Morgan 

Liturgy online: http://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-

are/publications/liturgies/ 
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