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Diocesan Synod 2017

Inside this issue:

Notice is hereby given that the Diocesan Synod w ill be constituted on
Tuesday 7th March, 2017 at the Eucharist in St J ohn’s Cathedral, Oban at
5.45pm. The business meeting will start at 9.00am on Wednesday, 8th March in the
Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS), Dunstaffnage, Oban PA37 1QA.
Please note the venue. All clergy and Lay Leaders are reminded to announce
Diocesan Synod at all Sunday Services.
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Formal notice will be sent out to all members of Synod by the end of January. If you
are a member but do not receive the mailing, please contact the Diocesan Office.
Any member of the Diocese is welcome to attend Synod but it would be helpful to
know in advance for catering purposes.
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Diocesan Conference
From Membership to Discipleship
Our Diocesan Conference will be held on Tuesday 7th March with Diocesan Synod
following on Wednesday 8th.
We are delighted to welcome Rev Jane Ross, Convenor of the Provincial Mission
Board, to lead the day together with Isobel McNaughtan.
As in recent years, the working sessions will be held at SAMS (Scottish Association
for Marine Science) conference centre - PA37 1QA. The Eucharist and dinner will
be held as usual at St John’s Cathedral and the Argyllshire Gathering Hall. ALL
those attending the conference and/or the synod are invited to the dinner but
numbers are needed at the Diocesan Office by 17th February.
The Conference on Tuesday 7th will be for both clergy and laity. Members of Synod
will receive detailed information in the customary mailing. All members of the
Diocese are welcome to attend but numbers are needed in advance to help with
catering and general arrangements.

Diocesan Office Hours
From the end of January to the middle of March, Diocesan Office opening times will
sometimes be restricted. Please do leave a message and we will get back to you as
soon as possible.

Christmas on Iona 2016
For many years the main Christmas celebration has been at the Abbey, as part of
their Christmas Houseparty, with a midnight communion and a Christmas morning
family service. Last year saw the first of what will surely become an annual event in
the Parish Church, a Christmas Eve carol service, prepared entirely by lay people –
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the only clergy participation being Rev Joyce “bookending” it with an opening
welcome and prayer and closing blessing. There are items from the school
children, and an island choir which is formed from scratch each December. This
year the readings were from a children`s book, “The Lion, The Unicorn, and Me”
by Jeanette Winterson, the nativity story as experienced by the donkey!
Illustrations from the book were projected on to the wall. The service began in a
darkened church with the school children entering carrying lanterns and singing
the first verse of “Once in Royal David`s City.” The church was filled, and many
of those attending were people who would normally give church a wide berth. It
was quite magical and surely the children have special memories which will
return every Christmas for the rest of their lives. (see photon previous page)
What of our St.Columba`s Chapel at Bishop`s House? As Iona`s resident
Episcopalian Priest I find myself for the most part Iona`s only resident
Episcopalian – one could quite easily think “Why bother to offer Christmas
worship at Bishop`s House? There is plenty happening on Iona anyway.” But it
would be unbearable not to mark our Saviour`s birth in that beautiful, sacred
place. So we have a celebration of the Eucharist on Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day, though the timing is challenging as it is an unwritten law on Iona that the
services in different churches do not clash! In 2015 some of the Abbey staff who
appreciate this style of worship said that they would like a service at 8am before
the busy day begins for them. In the end no one managed to come. My friend
Morven, (one of Bishop`s House`s staff in the late 1980`s) was, as usual,
staying with me. “Did anyone come?” I was asked afterwards, “Oh yes, the
chapel was full” I responded “….with the angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven, and Morven and myself!” This may sound humorous, but in
fact I am being serious, there was
a
tangible
sense
of
the
Communion of Saints both earthly
and heavenly. This year it was the
same scenario, an hour later,
9am, and with a 100% increase in
the earthly attendance, as our
new Warden, Marianne, joined us.
It
was
a
beautiful
gentle,
contemplative start to the day as
together we shared bread and
wine and sang “In he bleak mid
winter” accompanied by (on CD!)
the choir and organ of Kings
College, Cambridge. (see photo)
On 2nd Jan Bishop`s House held an all day Open House hosted by Marianne, with
delicious Norwegian Christmas baking. It was a popular event. Island folk may
not attend services, but the warm hospitality of the house has always proved
popular, and the front door is directly opposite the chapel, making clear the
symbolism of Christ at the heart of everything. Joyce Watson

Planning Ahead
As usual, St Margaret’s has had a quiet festive season. So many of our
congregation go away to visit family over Christmas and New Year. Even so, a
turnout of seven for both our Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, and our Eucharist
next morning meant we were alive and kicking and duly marking this so
important Christian Feast. Our Carol Service will have to wait awhile yet, though:
as we did last year, we will be using it to mark Candlemas at the very end of the
season, when Fr Simon will once again be with us on Arran.
We did something quite important earlier in December, however, when our
Vestry met over a sandwich lunch to plan for the year ahead (see the
accompanying photo). The Arran Contemplation week last July was a success,
and we would like to build on that in 2017 – details will not be forthcoming at
this early stage. Sadly, our third planned August Event was a flop in 2016, so we
must make some changes there, whether to the date, or to what we will have to
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May I conclude by wishing all in Argyll
and the Isles every blessing in the New
Year. May our churches flourish in 2017.
John Roberts

A Carol Wreath

Mid-Argyll too weaves a wreath of carols around the Incarnation. Advent started with
a Service for Christian Aid in Christ Church. 65 candles were lit for the 65 million
refugees across the world who cannot be at home at Christmas. Each candle stood
for 1 million people. It seemed almost obscene to use such symbolism. But the frailty
of the lights flickering in the half-light spoke of Hope, timorous and faltering, but
daughter of Faith. At Inveraray, the annual carol service took on a new ecumenical
life under the guidance of the new minister, the Revd Roderick Campbell. The service
was held this year in the Parish Kirk, a joyous and truly local event with full Church
of Scotland, Roman Catholic, and even Episcopalian representation, and the ringing
of the Scottish Association of Change-Ringers who made the tower resound. Then on
to St Columba’s, Poltalloch. The Dalriada Singers once more joined us, in such
numbers that passing through the chancel with Cross and Cope felt like Moses
parting the waters. The country church was filled, but still the mince-pies & mulled
wine satisfied all, with leftovers. And wind and sea took the hint, and were obedient
to their Lord for Midnight and Christmas Day, which were much calmer and drier than
forecast. Repeat the song again; To God on high be glory, and peace on earth to
men! Canon Simon Mackenzie

The Bield at Blackruthven—2017 Programme with Guest Facilitators
Relective Living— This series of days with gifted guides opens windows to living
more reflectively. The themes are chosen by the contributors.
Already in antiquity, Socrates stated, ‘The unreflected life is not worth living’.
Most of us find that despite a deep desire, time and space for stopping,
listening, reflecting, opening ourselves to wisdom and the Spirit are
elusive.
www.bieldatblackruthven.org.uk
Scottish Charity SC 027462
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offer the wider community. The most
exiting decision we made at the meeting
was that we intend to go on another
congregational Retreat this spring, and
enquiries are already being made to
Cumbrae to settle upon a suitable date.
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Burns Supper Sleepover
21st – 22nd January 2017
WHERE? Dunoon, Diocese of Argyll and The Isles
WHEN? Saturday 21st January - Sunday 22nd January
Drop oﬀ at High Kirk Hall, Dunoon on Saturday at 4pm; pick up
from Holy Trinity Church on Sunday at 1pm (the young people
have been invited to lead part of the service: 10.30am Sung Eucharist. Families are welcome to join us for the service and/or
lunch a<erwards)
CONTACT? Mary Swi<: mary@familyswi<.org.uk mobile: 07481842549
DRESS: Tartan themed (opConal)
COST: £5 (Cheques made payable to ScoFsh Episcopal Diocese
of Argyll & The Isles)
Further informaCon on next page.

This event has been organised by the Youth and Children Oﬃcer for
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the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles, on behalf of the Provincial Youth
whom are PVG checked. This sleepover event is a social gettogether for Glenalmond delegates and an opportunity to invite
friends and would-be delegates (S1-S6) to join in the fun.
The facili-es in Dunoon include a large hall, a modern kitchen and
male/ female/ disabled toilets. The young people will sleep
‘dormitory style’ in the hall with girls on one side, boys on the other
and leaders in the middle. There will be Glen-style games and ac-vi-es on Saturday a1ernoon-evening, and the young people have
been invited to lead part of the worship on Sunday morning. This is
an exci-ng chance to use their experiences of devising their own
crea-ve worship at Glen! This event includes a Saturday evening
‘Burns Supper’ (haggis alterna-ves available), Sunday breakfast and
Sunday lunch.
Address: Overnight accommoda-on in: High Kirk Hall, Hanover
Street, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7AB. Worship and collec-on from Holy
Trinity Church, 55 Kilbride Road, Dunoon PA23 7LN
How to get there: See aached travel informa-on.
Please bring: sleeping bag, airbed/mat, pillow, towel, toiletries,
any necessary medica-on, pyjamas, change of clothes, a torch, mug
for hot chocolate, musical instrument(s) if you’d like to play on Sunday. A -n of home baking if possible!
NB Help may be available for transport costs – please contact your
diocesan youth representaCve for details.
Parental permission and payment by Wednesday 18th January:
To book a place, please send a cheque and return your signed consent form to: Mary Swi1, The Rectory, 55 Kilbride Road, Dunoon
PA23 7LN
Or contact me via email for an electronic version of the form:
mary@familyswi1.org.uk

News and Events from the Province and Ecumenical News

Commiee. It will be led by a team of Glenalmond leaders, all of
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CONTACT US

The office is staffed
9.30am-2.30pm
Mon-Thurs
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ
Telephone 01631 570870
Fax 01631 570411
Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org

Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org
Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift DL
Telephone : 01369 702444
dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly
Telephone : 01631 562323
ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org
Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870
secretary@argyll.anglican.org
Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

Diocesan Diary
Monday, 23rd January IRL Board
Tuesday, 24th January Standing Committee with Finance and Property Board
Mission and Ministry Board
Monday, 13th February—Wednesday 15th February Continuing Ministerial Development
Tuesday, 7th March

Diocesan Conference
Diocesan Synod Eucharist

Wednesday, 8th March Diocesan Synod
Saturday, 3rd June

Lay Leadership Day

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The March Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Friday, 24th February 2017.
WEBSITES w w w .argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK P lease ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at w w w .scotland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.

The Cathedral of The Isles and College of The Holy Spirit.
Group Bookings for 2017
Weekends during 2017 are filling up fast, so if you'd like to bring a group to stay next year please do book as
soon as you can. There is still plenty of availability for weekday visits. You can now make group bookings
online - check out our dedicated page. Visit https://cathedraloftheisles.org/college/bring-a-group/
2017 Open Programme
Our Open Programme is designed to provide a range of interesting and inspiring opportunities to get away either
on your own or with a small group. As well as our regular seasonal retreats there's a great mix of other retreats
on offer. Try something different in 2017!
Visit https://cathedraloftheisles.org/college/retreats/

