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Overview 
  

This profile presents an exciting ministry in the Scottish Episcopal Church, rooted in the beautiful context 
of the West Highlands of Scotland, a popular tourism and outdoor pursuit area. A priest in charge/ordained 
evangelist is needed to be the lead evangelist of the new Centre of Mission in the diocese of Argyll and The 
Isles, located in the West Highlands area. This is a partnership between the diocese and Church Army.  The 
lead evangelist will be involved in appointing a pioneer evangelist as the project starts, and this pioneer 
will report to the lead evangelist.  This profile contains some information about this additional role. 
 
The Priest in Charge/Lead Evangelist will support the worshipping and spiritual life of the existing charges 
with a sustainable pattern of worship.  They will also work with the vestries of the charges as they make a 
transition to a simpler structure for management and worship of the church in this area.  The Priest in 
Charge/Lead Evangelist will develop the lay teams of these communities and, working alongside the 
pioneer evangelist and the diocese, lead these churches into growth.  
 
This ministry at present covers the existing church communities, each with a different context and history, 
but with a history of shared ministry.  The clergy accommodation is in Glencoe, a central geographical 
location to the area.  Each of the church communities is shown as a blue marker on the map below, and  
is described in more detail in this profile.   
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Kinlochleven 

Glencoe 

Duror 
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Introduction : Ministry in Argyll and The Isles 
 

 

Bishop Kevin licensing a new priest on Lewis in 2015 

The Diocese of Argyll and The Isles provides Scottish Episcopalian/Anglican ministry in one of the most 

beautiful areas in the world.  People are drawn to the region for holidays, a better lifestyle and often for 

retirement.  Local industries include tourism, forestry, agriculture, fishery, renewables and support 

services.  As a church leader in this area, you are called to minister to this diverse population, growing 

Christian communities and proclaiming the gospel in both traditional and innovative ways.   

The six charges of the West Highland Region are located relatively close together, each in their own small 

rural community. The vision for the future ministry in this area has two main aspects: 

1) Supporting and nurturing the existing congregations of the Scottish Episcopal church across the 

whole of the area; 

2) Establishing a Centre of Mission that will grow the inherited Church Community so that their 

communal life both deepens their faith in Christ and meets the needs of those who do not 

currently attend Church. This will be done as you: 

a. Create fresh expressions of Church across the West Highland Region.  

b. From the inherited church create teams of Christian men and women who can actively 

engage in mission and evangelism. 

c. Meet the expressed needs of people living in poverty in the Kinlochleven area 

d. Ensure that the work of the center of mission is achieved this through the implementation 

of Church Army’s DARE strategy. DARE has four objectives which underpin our work: 

• Doing evangelism • Advocating evangelism • Resourcing evangelism• Enabling evangelism 
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This ministry presents some significant challenges and opportunities. 

All the church communities (of every denomination) in this area are 

small and have a history of gentle decline.  Resources are limited, 

both people and money.  The fabric of the historical churches and 

other buildings in the wet west coast climate requires maintenance 

and strategic management.  The geography of the region is also a 

challenge, especially as relationships between the churches in very 

different communities are explored and developed. The Scottish 

Episcopalian churches in the area are hungry to see growth in 

confidence and a deepening of faith and spiritual life to support the 

future of Christian witness in this region.  The existing congregations are committed to supporting these 

ministries.  

These church communities have various active lay ministry teams, including a licensed lay reader and a 

Eucharistic minister, who together help to provide the pattern of worship and pastoral care. Members of 

these charges participate in study programs and diocesan events.  They carry out outreach and fundraising 

activities as communities.  The churches are moving towards a vision of a self-confident, welcoming 

Anglican presence in the communities of the West Highland Region.  With the right leader, equipped with 

the right skills, experience and attitude to grow this vision, encourage, support and lead these 

communities, growth in faith and confidence is possible. 

Together, the Church Army and the diocese are excited 

to be offering this ministry.  The Bishop of Argyll and 

The Isles, the Rt Rev'd Kevin Pearson, sees this 

appointment as a key element of the diocesan vision of 

transforming our people and communities.  The Church 

Army Centre of Mission is an innovative and important 

step forward for Anglican and overall Christian witness 

in the West Highlands.   

Find out more about the diocese on the website 

www.argyll.anglican.org and the Facebook page: 

Scottish Episcopal Diocese of Argyll and The Isles. Find 

out more about Church Army at 

www.churcharmy.org.uk.  

The purpose of this document is to help to discern the 

sort of person who would thrive in this area, stimulating mission, and growing community, working with 

the Church Army and creating a long-term healthy future for the Scottish Episcopal Church in the West 

Highland Region. The profile presents the diocese’s vision for the ministry and also an overview of the 

charges as they are presently.  The charges are in agreement with the vision for the future, and will 

support the transition to a new shape of ministry. 

The appointment will follow usual Scottish Episcopal canonical structures, so is for a ‘priest in charge’, 

reviewed every three years. 

Argyll and The Isles Diocesan Synod buzzes with 'Vision for 

Mission' in 2015 

St Mary's Glencoe: the only church in the 

village 

http://www.argyll.anglican.org/
http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/


6 

 

Mission and Ministry in the West Highland Region 
 

The future mission of the Scottish Episcopal Church in the West Highland Region is closely connected with 

the establishment of a Church Army Centre of Mission in the area. 

The existing Scottish Episcopal charges of the West Highland Region are presently all separate charges with 

their own vestries, charity numbers and office bearers, in some cases with very few members.  There has 

historically been a pattern of worship that provided several services on a Sunday across the churches of 

the region.  Recently, this pattern has resulted in relatively small numbers of worshippers in some of the 

churches.  There is a desire, from the charges and from the diocese, to approach some of the structural 

issues in the region and manage a transition to a different model and approach of being church. 

The Bishop’s Vision 
Bishop Kevin Pearson, the Bishop of Argyll and The Isles, emphasises the need for growth in the charges to 

allow for the future flourishing of the region.  There are clear 'growth points' that offered hope: children in 

Glencoe and Ballachulish presently willing to travel some 16 

miles to Fort William for good all-age church provision, the 

secondary school in Kinlochleven has existing relationships with 

the church, many tourists coming to the area and many coming 

to the churches, strong heritage links in local communities to 

e.g. the Jacobite history of the region: the list of community 

engagement possibilities is long.  The Bishop has a vision for the 

mission and growth of the church in area, and also a vision for 

life and development of the existing charges. 

Mission & Growth: Church Army Centre of Mission 
At the Bishop’s invitation, the Church Army, an Anglican organisation specialising in church growth, mission 

and social action, has agreed to establish a Centre of Mission in the area.   

A Centre of Mission (click on this link for more information on Church Army Centres of Mission, or visit 

www.churcharmy.org.uk) sees a community of evangelists working together to pioneer a fresh expression 

of church or a new piece of evangelism with the aim of bringing people to a living faith in Jesus Christ. In 

line with the DARE strategy, the Centres of Mission have the following vision: 

 Doing evangelism 

 Advocating evangelism 

 Resourcing evangelism 

 Enabling evangelism 

This vision sees the Centres of Mission partnering closely with the host dioceses and local churches to offer 

their expertise and provide training to help other Christians share their faith through words and action. 

 

Baptism in Glencoe 

http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/Groups/233846/Church_Army/Church_Army/Our_work/Centres_of_Mission/Centres_of_Mission.aspx
http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/
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This Centre will engage with the following opportunity areas: 

1. Grow the inherited Church Community so that their communal life both deepens their faith in 
Christ and meets the needs of those who do not currently attend church. 

 
2. Form teams from current church members who will actively engage in mission and evangelism 
 
3. Create two fresh expressions of Church (over a 48 month period) across the West Highland Region, 

beginning in Kinlochleven. 
 

4. Grow a youth community with young people for young people from the primary schools especially 
Glencoe, Onich and Ballachulish, which were formerly Scottish Episcopal Church (SEC) schools, and 
building on existing Two Lochs Project based at Kinlochleven High School, and the Outdoor 
Christian centre at Glencoe catering for urban schoolchildren. 
 

5. Visitor/Tourist Ministry – based on Glencoe and experienced by all the churches in the area.  

6. Ecumenical Contacts – the Church of Scotland has parishes throughout the area and other Christian 

denominations are represented.  

7. Pastoral Ministry – to existing congregations who have a ministry of visiting in e.g. local old people’s 

homes – Abbeyfield etc.  

8. Diocesan Focus – supporting the bishop in Mission and a Vision led approach to stipendiary 

ordained ministry. 

The person appointed will be both the Priest in Charge of the local charges and the Ordained Lead 

Evangelist of the Centre of Mission. They will be involved in the recruitment of and will be the line 

manager for the Pioneer Evangelist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry in the Existing Charges  
Simpler management structures 

Representatives of the charges have agreed to begin a process of transition to a single overall vestry (the 

equivalent of a PCC in England) for the West Highland Region, with one set of office bearers.  This change 

will take some time to go through canonical process (most probably changing status from a ‘linked’ to a 

‘joint’ charge) and for the financial and charitable structures to be legally changed. There will be a 

requirement to have some local oversight on a church by church basis, but the overall management of the 

church will be by a single management committee. The diocesan officers will guide the charges through 

and manage this change. 
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A simplified pattern of worship for the region 

The pattern of worship in the charges has to support and 

nurture the existing congregations and also be a tangible 

presence of each church in their individual community. The 

heart of the liturgical life of the diocese and these charges is 

worship. 

The charges have adopted a simpler worship pattern during the 

vacancy, with a single service in the region on a Sunday morning 

at 10.30am.  This service uses the same liturgy, the 1982 ‘Blue 

Book’ (modern language Eucharist), regardless of location, for 

commonality of experience.  When a priest has been unable to 

preside, a service of Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament (1997 liturgy) has been held, led by a 

lay reader or worship leader. Members of all the churches have been encouraged to travel to attend this 

service, and the location of the service has been advertised on every church building and on the web pages 

for all the churches.  The vacancy experience has that members and visitors have been willing to travel for 

the worship, and congregations have been averaging at about 30 people.    

The new ministry will start from this basis of a single Eucharistic service each Sunday, with the potential to 

add other services (for example all age worship, or midweek services) to reinforce the presence of each 

church in their particular local community. It is hoped that a creative approach to how the church buildings 

are used can be found. 

Financial support 
The ministry is anticipated to continue to receive financial support from provincial and diocesan funds, via 

the block grants awarded annually.  These grants support the stipend for the priest in charge/ordained 

lead evangelist and also travel and mission activities.  The charges support the ministry costs (employment 

costs, rectory, travel etc.) as well as maintaining the fabric of the church buildings.  The charges (with the 

present structure of individual vestries) are all committed to a level of contribution that will support the 

priest in charge/ordained lead evangelist’s ministry for the first three year period of appointment.   

The pioneer minister, reporting to the priest in charge/ordained lead evangelist, in being funded by Church 

Army, but is anticipated to be employed within the local church organization.  The details of this are still to 

be confirmed. 

For indication purposes only, possible annual budgets for this ministry are shown below: 

Funded by the SEC: support for a full-time stipendiary ordained lead evangelist costing approximately 

£42,640: 

Stipend    £25,440 (SEC Standard Stipend) 
SEC Pension & Employer’s NI  £10,600 
Travel     £2,000 
Administration   £1,900 (telephone, office etc.)  
Accommodation expenses  £2,700 (Council tax, servicing and repairs) 
Total     £42,640 
 

 

The sanctuary in St Mary's Glencoe 
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Funded by Church Army: support for a full-time pioneer evangelist costing approximately £41,884: 

Salary      £21,605 
NI      £1,862  
Pension     £9,093  
Housing    £11,000 (this figure includes rent,water and council tax) 
Total     £41,884 
 

The charges additionally need to individually fund worship, fabric and other church expenses as well as the 
quota payments needed to support diocesan and provincial ministry.  
 
 
There are financial challenges for the area in maintaining and growing this ministry. The starting point for 
meeting the ministry finances is: 

 
Charge contributions   £22,540 
Provincial (Block Grant)  £14,100 
Other investment income  £4,000 
Diocesan travel & ministry grants £2,000 
Church Army    £41,884 
Total ministry costs   £83,784 

 
The charges have committed to providing the required contributions to fund the ministry. Careful 
stewardship, managed growth, and, if necessary, limited use of reserves will all be used to ensure that 
ministry is supported and allowed to flourish.   
 
It is essential that numerical and financial growth is achieved to secure the future of the church in this 
area.  This will be reviewed in the charges and with the diocese annually, and will form part of the basis for 
renewal of the ministry past the initial three year period. 
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Person Profile: Our new Priest in Charge / Ordained Lead Evangelist 
The West Highland Region charges present some wonderful opportunities and significant challenges to 

their new Priest in Charge/Ordained Lead Evangelist. The new leader will be required to maintain and 

nurture the existing congregations, whilst leading them into new and innovative ways of being church and 

reaching out to the local communities.   

The person we are looking for has the following attributes:  

Essential: 

A Commissioned Ordained Church Army Evangelist or Episcopalian priest (or Anglican priest, 

ordained minister from a church in full communion with the SEC). 

Proven track record in growing church congregations in size and depth. 

Experience in congregational development 

Relaxed and friendly approach to ministry 

Pastoral care a high priority 

Balance of Eucharistic and teaching /preaching ministry 

Enthusiastic about engaging as a visible presence in each of the local communities 

Good communication skills 

Happy driving on country roads all year round 

Acceptable Disclosure Scotland ‘Protection of Vulnerable Groups’ Scheme Membership 

Desirable attributes:  

Experience of rural or remote ministry 

Families and younger people’s ministry 

Experience of school engagement 

Experience of care & nursing home ministry 

Enthusiasm for ecumenical projects and co-operation  

Growing vocations & Christian maturity 

An interest in or willingness to support the use of Gaelic liturgy (but emphasising that Gaelic 

speaking is NOT a necessity for this post) 
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Person Profile: Pioneer Evangelist (reporting to Priest in Charge/Ordained 
Lead Evangelist) 
 

For your information, as you will help recruit and will manage this post, the following information on this 
role is offered.  The Pioneer Evangelist will be based in Kinlochleven and will have the following attributes: 
 
Essential: 
 

Proven track record in communicating the faith and winning people for Christ. 
 

Keeps their relationship with God as the top priority and accepts the authority of scripture as God's 
word.  

 

Demonstrates an ability to see potential and pioneer new things, listening to and interpret the mission 
context. 

 
Experience of having pioneered a Christian community among profoundly un-churched people. 

 
An energetic, enthusiastic and optimistic person who is able to take the initiative whilst balancing the 
needs of the post. 

 

A warm, outgoing person who enjoys the company of people and is at ease in the context. 
 

Someone who has the ability to work alongside people and communities that have negative life 
experiences and are deprived. 

 

Has the ability to disciple people through prayer, support, mentoring. 
 

Demonstrates an ability to develop local leadership and inspire others to become who God wants them 
to be. 

 

Someone who is willing to explore new ways of living out the gospel and being ‘Christian community’ in 
a local mission setting. 

 

Someone who is able to work as part of a team, and who is able to build team around them. 
 

A person who is able to bring people to a living faith, nurturing and discipling them where necessary. 
 

A person who is comfortable with informal worship and is open to different styles of church 
 
Car driver. 

Desirable 

The gift of hospitality. 

Comfortable worshipping within the different traditions based on the Eucharist. 

A musician. 

Competent IT user conversant with the Microsoft suite of programmes and current developments in 
social media.  
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The West Highlands as a region 
 

 

Each of the church communities is each located in a 

separate community. This section of the profile gives an 

overview of these communities.  The rectory is centrally 

located in the region, in the village of Glencoe.  Two of the 

other communities are very close by: Onich (North 

Ballachulish) – 4 miles – and Ballachulish – 2 miles.  The 

other three are: Portnacroish, 15 miles away; Duror, 9 miles 

away, and Kinlochleven, 7 miles from Glencoe.  

 

 

The West Highlands as a whole 
Shops: there are small shops and/or post offices in most of the villages in the region. There are larger Co-

op shops in Ballachulish and Kinlochleven. The large supermarkets for the area are in Fort William, 16 miles 

from Glencoe.  

Schools: There are primary schools in Ballachulish, Onich, Duror, Strath of Appin, Glencoe & Kinlochleven.  

The secondary schools are at Kinlochleven and Lochaber High School in Fort William. 

Medical facilities: There are medical centres in Ballachulish, Port Appin and Kinlochleven, and the main 

hospital is the Belford in Fort William. The dentist for the area is in Glencoe. 

Emergency Services: There are police stations in Glencoe and Kinlochleven. The Mountain Rescue also 

operates from the Glencoe Police Station.   

Banking: There is a mobile Royal Bank of Scotland that comes to Port Appin, Portnacroish, Duror, 

Kinlochleven and Ballachulish each week. The main banks are in Fort William. 

Communications: The villages in the region are located approximately two hours from the major cities of 

Glasgow, Inverness & Stirling with the town of Oban (the centre of the diocese) approximately 50 minutes 

away. Transport in the area is primarily by road. The roads in the area are all good quality single 

carriageway roads, which are generally well maintained 

and cleared and treated in winter conditions. There are 

petrol stations in Onich and Glencoe and a repair 

garage in Ballachulish.  There is some limited public bus 

transport in the local area.  The nearest railway station 

is in Fort William, which hosts the ‘Jacobite’ steam train 

(made famous in the ‘Harry Potter’ films) during the 

summer.  The Oban/Fort William multi-user track 

Ballachulish looking towards Glencoe & Kinlochleven  

(Photo: Walkhighlands) 
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offers locals and visitors the opportunity to walk or cycle safely off the main trunk road. Development of 

the final section of track is currently under way.   

Leisure & Other Pursuits: The whole area is a very popular holiday destination, and has some of the most 

spectacular scenery and wonderful all year round outdoor pursuits available anywhere in Scotland and the 

UK. There are many hotels, hostels and guesthouses throughout the region, as well as restaurants, coffee 

shops and other small businesses. Harry Potter, Skyfall and many other films were filmed in the local area. 

Internet: There is broadband connectivity in the area, with Glencoe (at the rectory location) currently 

served by standard broadband, giving download speeds of about 3 to 7Mb/s. Fast fibre broadband is being 

rolled out across rural Scotland, but there are no 

dates at present for Glencoe. Churches:  There are 

Church of Scotland churches (three linkages) in Appin & Lismore, Ballachulish & Duror and Kinlochleven & 

Onich  There are Roman Catholic churches in Ballachulish and Kinlochleven and the Salvation Army meets 

in Kinlochleven. The Scottish Episcopal Church has six active churches, in a single linkage. 

The following sections describe each of the communities in the region: 

 

Glencoe 
Glencoe is a holiday destination rooted in a Loch Levenside crofting township (known as Carnoch) which 

has a permanent population of approximately 300. The local primary school has historical and current links 

with the church.  

Glencoe is famous for the Massacre of 1692, when pro-Jacobite McDonalds were killed by ‘Campbell’ 

troops at the time when all were being asked to swear allegiance to William of Orange.  The Jacobite cause 

remains very popular in the local area, and is commemorated annually at the date of the massacre. 

Glencoe is part of the ‘Outdoor Capital of the UK’ and tourism plays a major part in the life of the area with 

visitors from all over the world. The Ski Centre is located 10 miles from the village. There is a local Angling 

Club and Yacht Club in Glencoe.  

Ballachulish 
The village, originally based on workers in the local slate quarry, is located a couple of miles from Glencoe 

along the coast of the sea loch, Loch Leven. The village is larger than Glencoe, with maybe 600 residents.  

The village has many amenities including a shinty club and a playing field,  

Photo: VisitScotland 

Portnacroish 

Ballachulish 

Onich 

Kinlochleven 

Glencoe 

Duror 
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There is a Village hall (recently fully upgraded and run by the Community Association) which offers: Scouts 

and Beavers, (just over 60 children attending); Zumba classes; Country & Old Time Dancing; indoor sports; 

Sales of Work; Open days; visiting opera & theatre companies; Weddings, birthdays and anniversary 

celebrations.  

The village has hotels (The Isles of Glencoe & Ballachulish Hotel), a 9 hole golf course and a Garden centre 

with cafe/restaurant. The village has good play-park facilities spread throughout and an open croft area 

around which the residential area is built in a horseshoe shape. 

Onich 
The small community of Onich lies along the shore of Ballachulish Bay, just north of the Ballachulish Bridge 

on the A82 and in sight of the Glencoe mountains to the south-east. Looking south-west and west, the 

seascape is both open and dramatic with the mountains of Ardgour towering into the sky.  

Onich has a primary school, a few shops and a Post Office as well as several good hotels all with great 

views of the surrounding countryside.  St Bride’s Church is one of the most notable features of the village. 

The Onich community enjoys a south facing aspect which looks all the way down Loch Linnhe to the Isle of 

Mull and beyond. 

Kinlochleven 
Kinlochleven lies at the eastern end of Loch Leven. To the north lie the Mamores ridge; to the south lie the 

mountains flanking Glen Coe. 

The village was formed from two previously separate small communities - Kinlochmore to the north of the 

River Leven in Inverness-shire and Kinlochbeg to the south of the Leven in Argyll - following the 

construction of an aluminium smelter and associated housing for its employees in 1907. The processing 

plant was powered by a hydroelectric scheme situated in the mountains above, and made Kinlochleven the 

first village in the world to have every house connected to electricity, coining the phrase "The Electric 

Village".  

The aluminium smelter closed in 2000 and the village now suffers from multiple levels of deprivation.  The 

Scottish Government measures deprivation using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD).  

Kinlochleven scores 2 in the SMD table and is the 25th most deprived rural area in Scotland. 

Post industry, the village is now more attractive and efforts have been made to develop tourism. The Ice 

Wall in the former factory building is used to learn how to climb icy mountains and attracts international 

visitors. 

Duror 
Duror is sited on the shore of Loch Linnhe, in an area of outstanding natural beauty. The community of 

Kentallen and Duror, which stretches for almost four miles along the A828 Oban/Fort William trunk road, 

has a population of around 300. Although there is a small amount of local fishing and farming, most 

employment is outwith the village, which comprises a significant proportion of retired and early-retired 

people. 

Duror has a well-used Community Hall which acts as a focus for much of the activity that goes on in the 

area.  Cuil Bay, an SW facing bay, is an amenity for locals and visitors alike, which offers sailing, kayaking, or 
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simply an opportunity to take the family to the seaside. The Keil Hill developing Nature Reserve attracted 

over 6000 visitors in 2014 and is run by a charity that contributes regularly to local good causes. 

Appin/Portnacroish/Port Appin 
The village of Appin is located on the A828 between Oban and Fort William. There is a range of village 

amenities including primary school, garage and garden centre. 

Further facilities, including a shop, post office, doctors’ surgery and hotels are located approximately 3 

miles away in Port Appin. Castle Stalker and Castle Stalker View Café are a short distance from the 

property. 

The Churches & Their Communities 
 

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a modern, progressive denomination and also a historically significant and 

rooted part of Scotland's ecclesiastical history.  The West Highland Region has a strong history of Scottish 

Episcopalianism and sympathy with the area's Jacobite history, so the SEC churches in the area are 

regarded favourably by the local communities.   There is also ecumenical structure in the area, with local 

priests and ministers meeting three times per year for a “fraternal” and to plan the school and Abbeyfield 

Care Home rotas. 

The worshipping community in each church relates to its local community in many ways, and this section 

gives an overview of each church and this relationship. 

St John’s Ballachulish 
The church, with its significant and historic graveyard is a 

striking landmark on the main road from Glencoe to Oban.  

The church itself has a modest congregation, which has a 

long tradition of sharing worship with St Bride's Onich and 

St Mary's Glencoe.  At the end of 2014 the church 

reported 17 members of whom 15 were communicants. 

The congregational numbers varied between 10 and 20 

people.  The church has had a history of prayer book 

worship and worship in Gaelic.   

 

St Adamnan’s Duror 
 

Duror's congregation numbered 12 at the end of 2014. 

There have been signs of growth recently, although the 

church is aware of the problems of drawing in younger 

people (defined as anyone 60 or below!). Although 

elderly, the group regards itself as lively and open-

minded. Members play active parts in the local 

community, specifically Community Council, Community 

Choir, local Scottish Dancing group, Church of Scotland 

Guild, Local Historical Society and Local Museum. 

St John's Ballachulish  (Photo: James Yardley) 

St Adamnan's 
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Worship had varied between the 1970 (traditional language, modern structure) and 1982 (modern) 

liturgies and shortage of priestly cover has recently led to an enthusiastic return to lay-led Prayer Book 

Matins, with researched explanations of canticles and psalms and the occasional reading of appropriate 

published sermons. The exceptional organ and the support of two competent organists means that ‘live’ 

music forms an integral part of worship. After every service the entire congregation remains for coffee, 

chat and communication. 

The church acts ecumenically, working with the Church of Scotland; uniting for the World Day of Prayer 

and the annual Christmas Eve Carol Service is better attended each year. 

St Mary’s Glencoe 
 

At the end of 2014 St Mary’s reported 39 members and 22 communicants. Typically there might be 15 

worshippers in the church on Sundays. St Mary’s has a vestry of 6 which includes a Secretary, Treasurer 

and Church Warden. They also have two Lay Readers, one of whom is on the vestry. Traditional services of 

Holy Communion (1970) and morning prayer (1929 Prayer Book) had been conducted before the vacancy. 

The Lay Readers have been given permission to use the reserved sacrament.  The church regards itself as a 

small group of people who are supportive, very committed and flexible and are also very enthusiastic. On 

days when the rector is elsewhere, they have held their own Morning Prayer service with members of the 

vestry. 

The church holds an annual harvest supper in the Church during 

October with the aid of a ‘Dunderdale’ Grant which has a stipulation 

that the money is to be used for mission activities.  All members of 

the local community are invited to come along. The church has also 

held Primary School discos and a very successful tea dance.  The 

rector is also involved in the annual commemoration of the Glencoe 

Massacre, a significant event for the local community. 

 

Members of St Mary’s are Director/Trustees of the Glencoe Outdoor Centre, a Christian Centre offering 

residential adventure courses to schools and youth groups from all over the UK. The centre staff is keen to 

work in the village and support the SEC lay reader in his ministry to the four local primary schools and also 

to support a local youth project, the “2 Lochs Project”. Members of St Mary’s are also co-leaders of an 

ecumenical house fellowship group providing prayer and fellowship.  

St Mary's is the only church in the village of Glencoe, so is an important asset for locals and visitors. This 

has great potential to be further developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Harvest at Glencoe 
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St Paul’s Kinlochleven 
The church is maintained by the congregation through regular 

giving and good hospitality. There has been a recent fall in church 

membership to 17 members, of whom 10 are communicant. In 

the pre-vacancy pattern, there were between 4 and 12 people 

attending services.  There is a lay reader in the congregation who 

has an active ministry within the whole region. 

St Paul's has several regular outreach events.  The May motorbike 

trials in Kinlochleven bring international visitors who return year 

on year and accept St Paul's offer of hospitality in the form of soup and sandwiches and the renewal of 

friendship.  This is good for church funds and good for the joy of working together. The many friends St 

Paul's has made come back to visit regularly. St Paul's receives support from church members, other 

churches and people who just like to bake or knit and contribute. Fund raising events which are general 

community events include the Christmas Fair, beetle drives, quizzes and the Christmas “Mince Pies and 

Carols” to which all are invited. 

St Bride’s Onich 
 

The church is always open with many visitors coming in to explore 

the church and to buy books and cards. The church, on the A82, 

has a history of sharing worship with St John’s Ballachulish and St 

Mary’s Glencoe, both just a short distance over the bridge to the 

south.  The congregation reported a membership of 15 at the end 

of 2014, now down to less than 10.  Worshipping numbers varied 

between 10 and 20 on the Sundays when a service was held in 

Onich.  The people of St Bride’s have used versions of the modern 

1982 liturgy for some years. 

Holy Cross Portnacroish 
 

Appin (an area which is also covered by Duror church to the north) 

has a good ecumenical tradition and for many years Holy Cross has 

organized a yearly Christmas service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

held jointly with the local Church of Scotland, Quakers and Roman 

Catholics. Members of the congregation also commonly attend 

local Church of Scotland services and the Church of Scotland has a 

good youth section. Holy Cross members sometimes attend 

services at St John's Cathedral in Oban. 

This church now has no congregation through natural decline, but 

has its finances and business managed by the linked charge treasurer.   

St Bride's Onich (Photo Weglinde) 

Holy Cross Portnacroish (Photo Sandra 

Haslam) 
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There are early discussions now between the local community trust 

and the charge/diocese on a more formal partnership between the 

community and Holy Cross.  The new rector would have the 

opportunity to work with these energetic and enthusiastic people.  The 

potential for the historically important church building (which housed 

the famous ‘Appin Banner’ from Culloden) to have use as a heritage 

centre as well as a church for festivals and occasional offices is being 

explored.  Holy Cross has finances that allow the building to be 

maintained and the graveyard to be kept in better than average 

condition, as well as supporting ministry elsewhere in Appin.   

 

The Rectory 
 

St Mary's Rectory is a stone built house located close to the church in Glencoe village.  It has three 

bedrooms upstairs, two reception rooms and an office/dining room downstairs.  The garden is surrounded 

by a stone wall and is mostly grass with well-established bushes along the paths. There is a garage and 

parking for two cars. 

The rectory was surveyed in summer 2015, and 

required some repairs and upgrades.  The vestries of 

the West Highland region are working together and a 

programme for the works required is being arranged. 

Among the items to be addressed before the 

appointment of a new ordained lead evangelist are 

replacement windows, door repairs and re-carpeting, 

new kitchen and wood burners fitted to two the 

principle living rooms.  

As is usual in the Scottish Episcopal Church, 

maintenance and care of the rectory is the 

responsibility of the local charges. 

  

The Appin Banner (a replica is now in the 

church) 
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Further information & links 
 

The diocesan website: 

www.argyll.anglican.org 

Church Army website: 

http://www.churcharmy.org.uk 

The Scottish Episcopal Church website: 

www.scotland.anglican.org 

Resources for vestries (including Scottish canons etc.): 

www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/ 

Tourist Board information on this area: 

www.outdoorcapital.co.uk 

Local authority website (some of the area is in Argyll and Bute, some in Highland): 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/ 

 

  

http://www.argyll.anglican.org/
http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/
http://www.scotland.anglican.org/vestry-resources/
http://www.outdoorcapital.co.uk/
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
http://www.highland.gov.uk/
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Annex A - The Church Buildings & Their Histories  
 

Some of the church histories have been touched upon in main body of the profile, but some more detail is 

provided in this annex. As is usual for historical churches in rural areas, there is great deal of interest in the 

present day congregations in their churches’ histories.  The accounts of previous faith communities who 

felt moved to form and build churches and who also overcame the many obstacles to the mission of their 

time is well worth reviewing.   

When the SEC finally had legal restrictions lifted in the early 1800s, this area, which had maintained 

Episcopalian worship as far as possible, had some of the first new church building and development.  The 

Jacobite history of the churches is strong.  The Appin Chalice (reportedly used by the Jacobite army for 

communion on the eve of Culloden) belongs to the church in Ballachulish, and the Appin Banner (with the 

cross of St Alban, carried at Culloden) was stored in Holy Cross Portnacroish before being moved to the 

National Museum of Scotland.  A replica is now displayed in Holy Cross. 

St John’s Ballachulish 
The current church was built in 1842 and part of the previous church from 1770 is in the grounds. 

There are substantial Grave grounds and the records are complete from 1780. The Church receives 

regular visitors and requests from people from throughout the world in regard to tracing their 

ancestors. 

Until 1810 the congregation had no settled incumbent, and was served by itinerant Gaelic speaking 

priests, such as the Revd. Allan Cameron, who with Bishop Forbes, visited Ballachulish in 1770 .The 

bishop mentions in his journals that he preached to large gatherings from the doorway of a small 

storehouse which still stands in the present burial ground. These visits ceased in 1784 when the 

Revd. Donald MacColl, a native of Appin, was ordained for the district. In the early years of the 19th 

century the storehouse was converted into a church, the vestry of which still stands near the 

church. 

During the episcopate of Bishop David Low of Ross, Moray and Argyll, who succeeded Bishop 

MacFarlane in 1819, and often visited BallachuIish and Lochaber, the schools of BallachuIish and 

Lochaber were started. The Revd. J.RA. Chinnery-Haldane, Rector of St. John's 1879 - 1885 (later 

Bishop of the Argyll and The Isles) built a new school and teacher's house in BallachuIish.  

The present church was built in 1842 and consecrated in 1848, a chancel being added in 1888. The 

first parsonage was built in 1838 and a new one was built during the incumbency of the Revd. D. 

(Later Canon of Diocese of Cyprus) MacKenzie 1861 - 1879 but was sold in 1976 when St. John's was 

linked with St. Mary's Glencoe.  St. John's possesses the Altar vessels inscribed "Parish of Appin 

1723" which were used to administer the sacrament to the Stewarts of Appin before the Battle of 

Culloden. In the mid 19th century the congregation of St. John's numbered over a thousand souls 

and by 1875 there were 587 men employed in the Slate Quarry.  

The church is a ‘C’ listed building, and the surrounding graveyard has grade ‘B’ listing. 

St Adamnan’s Duror 
Duror lies in the historical parish of Appin which was traditionally an Episcopal heartland. Bishop 

Forbes confirmed 60 members from Duror in 1770. James of the Glen, the second victim of the 
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Appin murder, went to the gallows in November 1752 expressing his unworthy membership of the 

Episcopalian Church. It was not until 1848 that a church was built in Duror. This was done mainly by 

members of the congregation. 

The church is dedicated to St Adamnan, the ninth Abbot of Iona, whose most important writing was 

a biography of St Columba. Originally the church consisted of the present rectangular nave with an 

earthen floor and could hold 80 people. The vestry was probably built at the same time. The porch 

was added in 1871. The chancel and pulpit, designed by Eden and Hodgson of London and built in 

1911, are in memory of Bishop Chinnery-Haldane. It could now seat 65 people and had a wooden 

floor which was replaced by a concrete one in 1950. The tracery of the east window is in the form 

of a thistle and was designed by Sir Ninian Comper. The organ is believed to be the oldest playable 

pipe organ in Scotland. The markings on some of the pipes are those of Bernard Smith, organ maker 

to King Charles II. It has been much modified over the years and underwent major restoration in 

1979.  

The church is a listed building and is categorised by Historic Scotland as Class ‘C’.  

St Mary’s Glencoe 
St Mary’s was built in 1883 and is the only Church in the village. There is a hall attached to the 

Church which was originally the local school up until 1969. Some of the church members attended 

the school in its later years. The hall was upgraded in 2000 and is used by many local groups in the 

village. A service was held in 2013 to celebrate the restoration of the Dean Alexander Stewart 

MacInnes window and this was filmed for BBC Alba (in English and Gaelic) and Archie Kennedy, a 

member of the congregation, did a reading in Gaelic. The Taynuilt Gaelic Choir also took part and 

performed some lovely psalms and paraphrases. Some of the fabric of St Mary’s was donated by 

Lord Srathcona and three of the stained glass windows were donated by members of the Church in 

memory of loved ones. The altar in the Church and the pillars are made of Glencoe granite. Over 

the years the church has regularly held end of term services for the local school with clergy from all 

dominations taking the services. The Clan MacDonald Society also holds a service in the church 

annually to commemorate the Glencoe Massacre as well as holding a service at the monument.   

St Mary’s is a Class ‘C’ listed building 

St Paul’s Kinlochleven 
The church in this working village shows this self-sufficiency by being built by congregational 

voluntary labour about sixty years ago, making it unique in the region as a twentieth century 

construction. Inside the church, of particular interest is the font which is ingeniously made from the 

smelter furnace cell bricks and demonstrates the skill, ingenuity and ability to create something 

good with little money. 

St Bride’s Onich 
In 1875 Onich was separated from Ballachulish across the loch and made into an individual charge. 

St Bride’s was built in 1874, the architect being J Garden Brown of London.  The first incumbent was 

The Revd J R A Chinnery-Haldane who became the Bishop of Argyll and The Isles in 1883 and died at 

Alltshellach in 1906. He and his wife are buried in the churchyard, their graves marked by the large 

cross near the porch. 
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The altar in the Lady Chapel once stood in the Argyll Oratory of Cosmo Gordon Laing, Archbishop of 

Canterbury, who crowned King George VI in 1937. It was later bequeathed to a Rector of St Bride’s 

who donated it to our church. 

Behind the altar is the East Window, depicting Our Lord coming again in Glory, surrounded by his 

holy angels. St Bride and St Columba stand below, welcoming him, joined by the faithful who kneel 

to receive the Holy Sacrament when heaven and earth are brought together. The East Window was 

given in memory of Bishop Alexander Ewing, 1847-73.  

St Bride’s is a ‘C’ listed building. 

Holy Cross Portnacroish 
Holy Cross is a very historic Stewarts of Appin church originally dedicated to St John. It was opened 

for worship in 1809, consecrated in 1815, and celebrated its bi-centenary in 2009. It is the oldest 

mainland church of any denomination for nearly 100 miles. It houses a replica of the Stewarts of 

Appin banner carried by them at the battle of Culloden, the original now being in the Museum of 

Scotland in Edinburgh, having previously been displayed in Edinburgh Castle. 

In 1885 the interior was re-ordered by Captain Stewart of Fasnacloich when the dedication was 

changed to commemorate the arrival of the faith at this point on the mainland closest to the island 

of Lismore where had been the community of St.Moluag in Pictish times and had in the twelfth 

century seen the building of the first Cathedral of Argyll. The village of Portnacroish also derives its 

name from this historic mission. 

In 1974 the church was extended at the rear and its altar was moved to the south wall on the 

closure of St. Mary's church in Glen Creran and the transfer of its congregation, memorials and 

finances to Holy Cross. Recently new, and much safer, vehicle and pedestrian accesses to the 

church have been built. The church has good lighting, heating and music facilities but would benefit 

from toilet and kitchen facilities.  

The church is a ‘B’ listed building. 


