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It is with great sadness that we announce the untimely death of Dr Geoff Headden,
lay reader in Kinlochleven in the West Highland Region.

He died suddenly on

Saturday 23rd April. Please keep his wife Ella and all the family in your prayers at
this difficult time.

MND cake sale
By Peter Swift & Amelia Mcfarlane, Holy Trinity Sunday School
On Easter Sunday, the 27th March, Holy Trinity Sunday School held a bake sale
and raffle to raise funds for Motor Neurone Disease Scotland. Motor neurone
disease is nearly always a fast-moving, incurable, progressive disease that attacks
the nerves in the brain and spinal cord. This means messages gradually stop
reaching muscles, which leads to increasingly restricted movement and respiratory
function and speech. MND does not affect the sufferer's mental ability.
This was the Sunday School’s response to a Lent challenge to do something good
for others. In the weeks leading up to the cake sale, they designed and hung up
colourful and lively posters around the church to advertise the event. On Easter
Sunday the children from Sunday School helped throughout the service, all
enjoying the bubbles and the Easter Egg Hunt. At the end of the service they sold
the cakes which they had baked and decorated along with raffle tickets for a
chance to win a selection of Easter goodies.
They raised an amazing £279 from the event and a further £81 has been donated
by the vestry so in total £360 has been raised
for MND Scotland.
The

whole

Sunday

School

took

part

in

organising and supporting the event and on
behalf of all the children Peter Swift and
Ameila McFarlane(the authors of this article)
would like to thank everyone who bought a
cake, raffle ticket or supported the event in
any way. Thank you very much!
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Supporting a Curate

News and Events from around the Diocese

When my wife had completed all the degrees that she wanted for professional
reasons, and being a perennial student, I shouldn’t have been surprised when
she announced that she liked the idea of studying for a theology degree.
Although this tale is not about her time studying, it is relevant that during the
course of her studies she felt a true calling, leading eventually to her Ordination
at Oban Cathedral last June.

And so I became “the minister’s wife” or more

accurately the Curate’s husband. Little did I know at the start of all this that I
would be involved in activities such as soup making, cooking the Christmas
lunch for 26 people and attending more churches in the last couple of years than
in the previous 20.

I did however meet some really nice people during the

course of these travels.
As a lifelong and very keen amateur sailor I have for many years spent several
months afloat during the summer months and as a result my “church” has often
been the open air above the cockpit of my boat. The combination of my sailing
and Elaine’s commitment to the Church created the scenario last year where I
sailed the boat to Oban and was thus able to spend a delightful week living
aboard with Elaine, and attending several of the Easter week services with her.
Due to the atrocious weather that week, life aboard was less than the usual
peaceful environment, and as a result of being confined below decks when
aboard, my thoughts turned to ideas of how to improve living conditions.
One of the many people that I have met through Elaine’s church connections is
Dean Andrew Swift. As I discovered early on he is also a boating enthusiast and
as is the way of these things, our conversations have often turned to nautical
matters. It was during one of these that the subject of decent quality timber
was discussed, and which eventually led to me becoming the proud owner of a
couple of surplus offcuts from some modified church pews. As I have used a
similar source before, I was extremely grateful to Andrew, ideas for comfort
improvement aboard already in mind. 150 year old pitch pine is not that easy
to acquire.
As with most boats, space is always at a premium and with Elaine’s ever more
disgruntled comments over the years that her bunk wasn’t quite big enough, I
thought time had come for some modifications; but please note that I am sure
she is right when she says it is the bunk that has shrunk.
These alterations to the sleeping cabin on the boat are currently in hand and for
the framing required to form the foundations for the new bunks the redundant
pieces of the pews have been ideal.
With these under Elaine’s bunk on board it just goes to show that there is more
than one way of supporting a Curate! Gordon B Garman

Coming Back to Life
St Margaret’s had a really quiet winter, with sometimes no more than four or
five at our Sunday Eucharist. I suppose that is not unexpected: it is not the
tourist season (though the introduction of RET on our ferry brings more people
to the island throughout the year); our resident congregation is only a dozen
or so, now that three stalwart members have moved down south, and many of
those are sometimes away visiting family.

So we are not particularly

downhearted or panicked about numbers (though we could do with a bit more
in the collection plate). Nevertheless this year, as often before, Easter Sunday
has seen a spring re-awakening in our little church, which is so appropriate as
we celebrate the Resurrection. Some Sundays numbers are still down, but we
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approaches, with a resumption of our “pop-up” programme, Fr Simon’s special week
of prayer in July (for which plans are maturing), and another “August Event” a little
later. As has often been said, Christians are “resurrection people”, and we should
always look forward with confidence to things looking up. John Roberts

Isle of Lewis
As usual, St Peter’s in Stornoway has been a hive of activity recently. The
restoration work on the roof has begun and the scaffolding is up, we pray for decent
weather so that the job is completed in good time.
Our ‘Reader in Training’ Ms Marion Mackay has recently attended her placement on
the mainland as part of her training syllabus. During this period she has had the
opportunity to preach and lead prayers and by all accounts she has thoroughly
enjoyed it. Many thanks to all who took care of Marion during her placement.
Normal service has resumed at St Moulag’s Church in
Eoropaidh with two Said Eucharists and two Compline
Services per month taking place there. We hope soon to see
work commencing on the pathway in order to make it more
accessible to people of all abilities as we have three
Weddings scheduled to take place there in July this year.
This photo was taken by myself en route to Compline last
week:
Pathway to St Moulag’s
We also had a visit from Fr George Bliortu of the
Romanian

Orthodox

Church

in

Glasgow,

who

attended in order to assist and advise in the funeral
preparations for the late Sr Maria Magdalena, RIP, a
Romanian Orthodox Nun who moved to Lewis in
August

last

year.

Fr

George’s

help

was

most

Fr Terry and Fr George

appreciated and we have now struck up a new friendship that I know will last a long
time. Blessings Always, Fr Terry Taggart

St Andrew’s Church, Fort William
We have recently had extensive electrical work done on the church and cellar as
even Noah would have been ashamed of the electrics we had in St. Andrew’s Church
Our main fuse box and two subsidiaries have been replaced along with internal and
external light fittings. In the Rectory we have had major plumbing and heating
problems which have required attention.
Easter Day was a wonderful culmination to a poignant Holy Week. The singing of the

News and Events from around the Diocese
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Easter hymns was very uplifting and the congregation was rewarded with a small

News and Events from around the Diocese

chocolate egg as they left church to make their way to the hall for well-deserved
refreshments. During the service we were also delighted to celebrate the blessing of
the restored Mother’s Union banner which our Rector had found lurking in a box of
unused items. Three ladies from other local churches - who have made banners
before - were approached by Mrs May Webb to restore the banner and the ladies
were all in church to see the blessing of their hard work.
As you will see from
photographs,

the

they

transformed the banner from
its

tattered

state

to

a

beautiful banner which now
has

pride

of

place

in

St.

Andrew’s Church. Such is the
local interest in the banner
that a large article appeared
in the Lochaber News and
another will appear in the
After

Before
On Wednesday 6

th

Lochaber Life in July.

April a large group of visitors from Croydon arrived for a pre-

booked tour of St. Andrew’s Church. The tour which was very much enjoyed and
appreciated by the group was led by Mr Alisdair Campbell whose knowledge of St.
Andrew’s Church history is very extensive. Alisdair enjoyed himself so much he has
volunteered to lead more tours which have been provisionally booked for August.
On Sunday 10th April we had no less than 3 visiting clergy At the early service we
had an ordinand from Canada. At the 10.45 service the Provost of St. Paul’s
Cathedral, Dundee, the Very Revd. Jeremy Auld, and the new minister for the
Church of Scotland next door, Revd. Richard Baxter, who was inducted the following
Friday evening to Duncansburgh/Macintosh, joined us for the Sung Eucharist and for
refreshments after the service in the hall.
Bulbs planted by our enthusiastic Sunday School last year have flourished and
bloomed, providing a colourful welcome at the front door of the hall this Spring,
especially for the visit of Bishop Kevin and his wife, Elspeth, to celebrate Passion
Sunday on 13th March. A delicious Soup and Sweet lunch was provided by the
congregation after the service to enable Bishop Kevin and Elspeth to socialise with
everyone.
St. Andrew’s will be hosting a united Songs of Praise on Pentecost evening followed
by refreshments in our hall. It was agreed at the Fort William Council of Churches
meeting, of which our Rector, Revd. Alexander Guinness, is Chairperson, that the
Pentecost Walk which went from church to church could no longer continue in that
format due to age and infirmities and would be based in one church instead on a
yearly rotational basis. Our Rector volunteered to host the service this year and we
are looking forward to welcoming the other churches. Rev Alexander Guinness

St Kiaran’s, Campbeltown
On the 5th Sunday of Easter, members at St Kiaran’s embarked on another session
of training in silent meditation, led by Ken Eames, a local Quaker. The congregation
had endorsed this venture as part of its Mission Plan for 2016. Ken had introduced
us to silent meditation a year ago, so this was a deepening of that initial experience.
On the first occasion we had been so impressed by the value of what he could bring
to our worship that we agreed to include it as part of every Sunday service ever
since.
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two of the spiritual exercises of St Ignatius Loyola as the basis of part of our study.
He also used an orange as an example of how we could enhance our meditation in
colour. We had three periods of 10 minute sessions in silence and the hour of
training seemed to pass very quickly. There were opportunities to ask questions and
seek clarification.
The meeting had been advertised in the local newspaper so that attracted three
visitors, two from the town and one from Ghana (a young man working as a
fisherman on a local boat.)
Everyone agreed that it had been another excellent exercise in congregational
development and that Ken had been a splendid leader. David O McEwan

St Andrew’s Congregation, Millport
At long last Millport is beginning to surface from a long wet winter. We are enjoying
bright days, chilly nights and clear skies. In the Cathedral grounds the display of
thousands of snowdrops is passing, and Patrick has been gathering up the last of the
autumn leaves and tidying the path edges. Crocuses and wallflowers are emerging
and the major cascades of daffodils can't be long delayed.
Another sign of early spring is the reopening of the College accommodation. Last
weekend a group of trainee lay readers were in residence and attended lectures and
seminars in the College. It was only when we were all at the Sunday morning service
in the Cathedral, that we realised how widespread were the students. The three
readings were delivered by candidates from Lewis, Shetland and Edinburgh. The
sermon was preached by a student from Orkney, the intercessions led by a Millport
reader, and the service was taken by the Bishop of Aberdeen!
Next Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week, the days leading towards Easter and
members of the Cathedral Choir will be singing at the daily services. On Sunday 20
March, Palm Sunday, they will add music to a service of readings for Holy Week
based on the work of the Orkney poet, George Mackay Brown. The service will begin
at 3.00pm and there will be a retiring collection for our Bishop's Lent Appeal - for
Syrian refugees.

The service will be taken by Canon Alec Boyd and the Reverend

Marjorie Mackay will read the poems. All will be made welcome.

Lay Leadership Day
The lay leadership day on April 16th was well received.

The topic was ‘Working

together in Groups’ and was guided by Paul’s advice in Romans 12: 1-8.
Help in dealing with people and situations especially in the group context.
Will definitely put some of the pointers in (into) action
Best lay readers’ day ever. Very useful…

News and Events from around the Diocese

The meeting opened with extempore prayer offered by Canon Pagan and Ken used
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The comments about the content were positive

News and Events from around the Diocese

although as often there was a wish for yet more time
to chat and exchange ideas. One of the exercises was
a small group discussion on a ‘real’ topic, namely
‘What would you like these events to focus on in the
future?’

It was felt that it may be time to revisit

some of the practical skills we have worked on in the
past:

or example, leading intercessions, preaching,

and the role of a worship leader.
Not everyone may be aware that specific training for
vestries is available within the diocese.

Several

congregations have undertaken this, including as it
does valuable information on the role of a vestry
member as a charity trustee. Get in touch with the office if you wish to discuss
this option.
Participants were invited to write on cards what gifts they wished to offer.
These were blessed and offered up by Bishop Kevin at the concluding Eucharist.
Alison Clark

Preparing for the Eucharist

Argyll & The Isles Diocesan Retreat
The College, Cumbrae
Monday 24th -Thursday 27th October 2016
An Individually Guided Retreat
A silent individually guided retreat is an opportunity to grow in relationship
with God.

As an aspect of that developing relationship, retreatants often

come to understand more about prayer, about themselves, and about how to
discern the will of God in their lives.
Each day an experienced retreat guide will be available to help the retreatant
explore past and present experiences of God, different styles of prayer and
ways of responding to Scripture, the relationship between faith and daily
living, and other aspects of the spiritual life.
We are delighted that Sister Carmel Byrne is returning to lead our diocesan
retreat and bringing two colleagues to work with her in guiding the
retreatants.

This is a rare opportunity for extended one-to-one spiritual

accompaniment.

You are advised to book early to secure a place.

Bookings can be made by contacting The College, Cumbrae 01475 530353,
Cathedral_Cumbrae@btconnect.com
www.argyll.anglican.org/

or via the Diocesan website http://
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Bishop’s Lent Appeal
Thanks to all those who have already contributed. So far we have collected just

Alternatively, send the money directly to the Diocesan Office, cheques made payable
to “Episcopal Diocese of Argyll & The Isles”. Thank you.

Bosendorfer Restoration Appeal
We were gifted a stunning concert grand piano in 2009 by Mrs Wight Henderson.
Since then, it has been played by some of the finest pianists in the UK. We have
cared for it well, but now in its 80s, it requires work. We would never be able to
afford a new piano but we would rather preserve this particular one because of its
fascinating past, and the role it has played in our cultural heritage. It is now at the
heart of music at The Cathedral and we would like it to remain so.
We do not charge admission to our concerts as we like as many people as possible
to hear high quality, professional performances of a wide range of repertoire. We
rely on the kindness and generosity of musicians and our audiences to enable us to
present an annual series of free concerts. The restoration will ensure the future of
wonderful music-making in this architectural gem of a Cathedral - the smallest in
the UK - and attract a greater range of soloists, chamber groups and pianists.
It will hopefully be ready for this summer's concerts. The whole piano will be as
good as new and will sound and look utterly stunning. Please help to ensure the
future of music at the Cathedral of The Isles, where we strive to continue to
contribute to the cultural lives of the community, of visitors and to the island's
economy.
The total restoration will cost £20,000. It entails months of work by specialist Barry
Caradine which will include: replace all hammers; replace all strings and wrestpins;
remove

the

frame

&

repair

4

cracked bars using specialist cold
stitching

company;

repair

and

restore all metal; treat soundboard
in controlled conditions and repair
splits;

rep air

soundboard
wrestpla nk ;

ke ys;

replace

decal;

repair

re -ce ntr e

action

throughout.... and the list continues.
Alastair Chisholm, our Director of
Music and organiser of the Summer
Concert Series, will be undertaking
various find-raising efforts to help
cover the cost of this restoration,
including a sponsored row in his
clinker-built

wooden

boat,

and

holding musical events to raise money over the coming months.
If

you

wish

to

support

this

appeal

then

www.millportmusic.com/#!piano-appeal/lzxw9)

you

can

Alternatively

give
you

online

(http://

can

contact

Alastair here at the Cathedral. Our address is: The Cathedral of The Isles, College
Street, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0HE.
Thank you.

News and Events from around the Diocese

as possible so that we can aim to give £2,000 to this worthwhile cause.

News and Events from around the Diocese and Province

under £1,800 to help Syrian Refugees. Please bring your jars back to Church as soon
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson

CONTACT US

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org

The office is staffed

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift

9.30am-2.30pm

Telephone : 01369 702444

Mon-Thurs

dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,

Telephone : 01631 562323

Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org

Telephone 01631 570870

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870

Fax 01631 570411

secretary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley

Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Tel: 01631 567007

Diocesan Learning Officer:
Alison Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Diocesan Diary
Saturday, 4th June

Ordination of Rev Elaine Garman to the Priesthood, Rothesay

Thurs—Sat 9th-11th June

General Synod, Edinburgh

Saturday, 25th June

Ordination of Rev Rosemary Bungard to the Priesthood, Portree

Mon-Thurs 25th-27th October Diocesan Retreat, Cumbrae

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The June Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 23rd May, 2016.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May
Give another way
Following last year's 70 Munros challenge, we will revisit the high places this year by climbing a Munro at
each point of the compass, one in each season.
We’ll be walking from the most westerly peak of our Cardinal Munro Challenge, Ben More on Saturday 14
May, around Loch Leven on Sunday 15 May, and from Fort William to Inverness along the Great Glen Way
from Monday 16 to Saturday 21 May.
We would love for you to join us on any of these walks, either in full or for part, to raise money that will make a
big difference this Christian Aid Week.
Find out more at http://www.christianaid.org.uk/scotland/index.aspx

