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Alison Clark Sails off to her Retirement
Alison Clark was able to tick off an item from her bucket list when the Diocesan
Officers took her sailing over the Corryvreckan in David Ainsley’s boat to thank her
for all the work she had put into the Diocese whilst Diocesan Learning and
Congregational Development Officer.

St Peter’s and St Moluag’s,
It seems that at St Peter’s and St Moluag’s we are beset with work outside of the
buildings. There is currently maintenance

going on at St Peter’s roof and the

scaffold will remain in situ for several weeks to come. Work begins on the 23rd of
May to improve the 270m pathway at St Moulag’s Church in Eoropaidh. Whilst this
is taking place there will be no access to the Church. My fingers are crossed as
there are three weddings taking place there this July, the first being on the 7th !
The ‘Re-Soundings’ team, headed by Mhairi Killin from Iona and Hugh Watt from
Glasgow presented the opening of their collaborative journey through the
landscapes of Lewis and Iona. Acclaimed musician, John Purser of Sabhal Mòr
Ostaig and Lewis writer Alistair Macintosh joined this venture in an exploration of
the bell as a symbol of secular and non-secular time all set against the wider
context of the reformation in Europe. Using bells cast from World War One shell
casings, a unique sound and vision event was
recorded which is currently on show at An
Lanntair in Stornoway. St Moulag’s featured
heavily

in

this

film

as

did

many

of

our

congregants. The display will continue for the
next several weeks for anyone who is visiting the
island. St Peter’s and St Moluag’s will soon be
the recipients of one of the bells used and we
intend

to

utilise

it

appropriately

when

opportunity presents itself. Rev Terry Taggart

the
St Peter’s ready for
Pentecost Sunday
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Mid-Argyll Pilgrimage to Gigha

News and Events from around the Diocese

On St Matthias Day, a glorious warm sunny
day,

mid-Argyll

made

its

pilgrimage

to

Gigha. We toured Achamore Gardens, had
an excellent lunch in the pub of fish straight
from the sea. We recommend the angle-cut
fish - apparently a misprint for angel-cut: let
the reader understand. But a very special
part

was

the

Eucharist

in

the

ruined

Kilchattan chapel, the trees fresh with new
life, the presence of St Catan and many
former generations of worshippers around
us, and the birds providing the songs of
praise. It recalled

the beautiful poem, The

Woodland Mass, by the 14th century Welsh
poet, Dafydd ap Gwilym. Here it is.
The Woodland Mass by Dafydd ap Gwilym
I was in a pleasant place today
under the mantles of fine green hazels,
listening at break of day
4

to the skilful cock-thrush
singing a splendid englyn,
ceremonies and shining recitals.
Traveller from afar, like Pwyll his nature,

8

this grey love messenger journeyed far.
He came here from the fair county of Caer
because my lovely darling asked him,
loquacious, until a warrant is obtained,

12

he is making for the head of a valley.
He wore a camisia
of the flowers of May's tender branches,
and his chasuble, so it seemed,

16

was of the wind's wings, green mantles.
The altar's covering there, by great God,
was of nothing but gold entirely.
It was Morfudd who had sent

20

the metrical singing of May's foster-son.
I heard in pure language
a lengthy recitation without fault,
a reading to the people of the parish, no pompous stumbling,

24

of the Gospel without mumbling.
Then there was raised on an ash hill
a wafer-bread of a good leaf,
with a fine slender resonant nightingale

28

from the edge of a grove nearby,
poetess of the stream, ringing for all
the sacring-bell, a piercing whistle,
and the Host was raised up
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towards the sky above the grove,
and the Lord our Father was worshipped
with a chalice of desire and love.
I am content with the music,

36

it was nurtured by a birch-grove in the sweet woods.

Dr Geoff Headden
The Bishop writes:
The significance of Geoff Headden’s ministry as a Lay Reader cannot be
overestimated. In his own church at Kinlochleven, in the charge of The West
Highland Region, in The Diocese of Argyll and The Isles, integrity, good humour and
vision, were the hallmarks of Geoff’s life and ministry.
Shortly after Geoff and Ella’s arrival at St Paul’s, Kinlochleven, I was involved in
work with the congregation, as part of my own former life. Vividly, I remember,
suggesting to Geoff that he had a significant part to play in the life of the
congregation. As always, Geoff made a joke of it all without directly answering any
of the questions I was asking him.
A decade or so later, Geoff was the first Lay Reader I licensed after my consecration
as Bishop. We both enjoyed the irony of the situation and enjoyed working together.
The significance of Geoff’s ministry began with his training programme which was
time demanding personally and the beginning of the new Provincial understanding of
inter-Diocesan cooperation in placements, as part of training. These insights and
experience have greatly informed the recent developments in training for Ministry
through the Scottish Episcopal Institute.
Integrity is a virtue, which is hard won. To integrate professional life, deep belief in
God’s love and mercy in our lives and faithfulness to family, friends, patients and
colleagues. This is more than simply integration of facets of daily life, it is what the
psalmist calls Holiness. And it is not incidental that Holiness can be translated as
wholeness, health, healing. God’s love was made known and made real by Geoff in
professional life and overt Christian ministry. Good humour, comes from recognising
that Our Lord Jesus Christ revealed the depths of God’s love for each one of us and
yet trusts each one of us to play our part in building His Kingdom.
The faith of Geoff and Ella, shines through their family life and their faithfulness to
God through His church. As we began to explore the future for the West Highland
Region charge, it was Geoff who caught the Vision and pointed out that the Holy
Spirit really is moving in Kinlochleven and the whole charge. Geoff played a very
significant role in laying the foundations of a ministry within the West Highland
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Region for a generation to come.

News and Events from around the Diocese

The Victorians used to say that you should leave the world a better place than it was
when you entered it. To Ella, Robert and Colin, that is little consolation but the life of
the West Highland Region and the Diocese bears witness to Geoff’s faith and love, of
God, Ella, his family and friends.
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

From the Eulogy given by John Connolly
Born in Rosyth in the Kingdom of Fife, Geoff was awarded
his medical degree from St Andrew’s University, after which
he completed his medical qualification at Manchester
University and

subsequently worked

at

Wythenshawe

hospital and Booth Hall Children’s hospital. Wishing to
explore other fields of medicine, he moved to the medical
wards of the Victoria Hospital in Blackpool, during which
time he met Ella. They married in Scotland and then moved
for six months to Newfoundland, to a small cottage hospital
in a remote fishing village. There he took the opportunity
to learn, grow his medical knowledge and, incidentally,
develop an ability to work independently.
Following his time in Canada, Geoff completed GP training
in Galashiels and then joined a practice in Bedlington, Northumberland, during
which time his two sons were born. It was a demanding practice in which to gain
experience, with many night call-outs. Seeking a position that would allow a more
balanced life-style, together with an opportunity to grow his own practice, led him
to Kinlochleven, where he was able to use his accrued experience and business
knowledge to good effect – with Ella at his side as his practice nurse.
In 2003 he achieved the remarkable distinction of gaining a Fellowship of the Royal
College of General Practitioners by assessment rather than, as more usually, by
election.
At age 60 he decided to retire to give more time both to his family and to the
Scottish Episcopal Church.
I first came across Geoff vicariously in about 1997 when with Kinlochleven’s &
Duror’s then incumbent, a fairly lugubrious individual little given to overt
enthusiasm. However, that day he was almost euphoric about this new doctor who
had arrived in Kinlochleven and who was already becoming an active member of St
Paul’s congregation.
I got to know both Geoff and Ella when they became part of a very informal and
totally inexpert Scottish Country Dance group that met periodically to blunder
round the Community Hall in Duror. I did not know him as a doctor but solely as a
cheerful, unpretentious individual who rapidly became a friend. The evenings were
never quite as much fun when he and Ella weren’t there.
My admiration for Geoff only increased when I discovered that he had been quietly
training for some years to become a Lay Reader in the Diocese of Argyll & The Isles
and, when he completed training and had been licensed, he became much more
widely known and appreciated. He was already very highly regarded medically and
socially and now his spiritual and pastoral value simply soared. Invariably cheerful,
affable and friendly, he was never trivial, never disparaging, never condescending
or critical, and always had time for individuals.
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For those that don’t know, Geoff’s ‘area’, in which he was licenced, consists of 6
small churches, spread over almost 30 miles, most of which are struggling
disparate group is still together, and in a surprising number of ways thriving, is very
largely thanks to Geoff. Indeed, it would be hard to over-state his contribution.
Those of us who knew Geoff can only be grateful that we had the opportunity to
spend time with him. He was a powerful presence, physically, intellectually and
spiritually. As well as relief and comfort to his patients, he brought a huge amount of
spiritual influence, outreach and education to the Scottish Episcopal Church in the
West Highland Region, the Diocese of Argyll & The Isles, and beyond.
His untimely and tragic death has deprived us of someone who, without
exaggeration, was a cornerstone of the West Highland Region and, indeed, the
Diocese. In the face of something that we simply cannot understand, the hearts,
prayers and sympathy of all who knew Geoff go out to Ella, Robert and Colin in their
grief and loss.
Geoff was a great man, he has touched very many of us for the better and our lives
will be the poorer without him.

Argyll & The Isles Diocesan Retreat
The College, Cumbrae
Monday 24th -Thursday 27th October 2016
An Individually Guided Retreat
A silent individually guided retreat is an opportunity to grow in relationship with
God.

As an aspect of that developing relationship, retreatants often come to

understand more about prayer, about themselves, and about how to discern the will
of God in their lives.
Each day an experienced retreat guide will be available to help the retreatant
explore past and present experiences of God, different styles of prayer and ways of
responding to Scripture, the relationship between faith and daily living, and other
aspects of the spiritual life.
We are delighted that Sister Carmel Byrne is returning to lead our diocesan retreat
and bringing two colleagues to work with her in guiding the retreatants. This is a
rare opportunity for extended one-to-one spiritual accompaniment.

You are

advised to book early to secure a place.
Bookings can be made by contacting The College, Cumbrae 01475 530353,
Cathedral_Cumbrae@btconnect.com

or

via

the

Diocesan

website

http://

www.argyll.anglican.org/

Ordination of
Rev Rosemary Bungard and Rev Elaine Garman
to the Priesthood
Rev Elaine Garman and Rev Rosemary Bungard will both
be ordained to the Priesthood this month by Rt Rev Kevin
Pearson, Bishop of Argyll & The Isles.
The service for Elaine will take place on Saturday, June 4th
at St Paul, Rothesay while Rosemary’s will take place at St
Columba, Portree on Saturday, 25th June.
Rev Rosemary & Rev
Elaine following their
ordination to the
Deaconate

As they prepare for ordination, you are asked to keep them
in your prayers.

News and Events from around the Diocese

numerically and financially. For the past year it has had no full-time priest. That that
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson

CONTACT US

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org

The office is staffed

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift

9.30am-2.30pm

Telephone : 01369 702444

Mon-Thurs

dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ

Telephone : 01631 562323
ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org
Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp

Telephone 01631 570870

Telephone : 01631 570870
Fax 01631 570411

secretary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

Diocesan Diary
Saturday, 4th June

Ordination of Rev Elaine Garman to the Priesthood, Rothesay

Thurs—Sat 9th-11th June

General Synod, Edinburgh

Saturday, 25th June

Ordination of Rev Rosemary Bungard to the Priesthood, Portree

Mon-Thurs 25th-27th October Diocesan Retreat, Cumbrae
Saturday, 5th November

Lay Leadership Day

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The July Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 20th June, 2016.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.

Think, Pray, Vote: EU Referendum resources for churches
The Church in Society Committee of the Scottish Episcopal Church commends the resources Think, Pray, Vote
produced by the Joint Public Issues Team (Baptist Church, Church of Scotland, Methodist Church, United
Reformed Church) with the support of the Scottish Churches’ Parliamentary Office (SCPO). Think, Pray, Vote
has been prepared to enable Christians to reflect thoughtfully and prayerfully on the issues involved and can be
used for conversations with groups or for personal reflection.
It explores issues that surround the referendum, such as sovereignty, the single market, freedom of movement
and the environment. It provides information, opportunity for theological reflection and different perspectives
from Christians on how they may vote and is available from the JPIT website: www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/eureferendum or to download from the SCPO website at http://bit.ly/1W1D9mi

