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I've mulled it over for the past five days, but now I realise that Synod reports are
being demanded - not, happily, from me - right left and centre and it's time I put
down my take on the Argyll and The Isles Diocesan Synod. The main impetus, to
be

honest,

came

from

two

online

sources:

the

Primus'

blog

(http://

www.bishopdavid.net) in which he said his synod had 'a buzz', and the
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commiserations of friends on Facebook that I should be enduring this thing.
I'll deal with the latter first. The only commiserations I might have deserved lay in
the fact that the Synod itself was held in (yet another) windowless room on a
gloriously sunny day in a location next to a sea loch and an attractively wooded
shore line: I did get stir crazy, and spent the lunch break picking my way down to
a beach and over dub and mire as the birds sang round me. The rest of the time I
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was really enjoying myself, both on the pre-Synod day (it's hardly worth it to bring
people from such a far-flung area unless they get a decent shot at socialising) and
during Synod itself.
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And that brings me to the former stimulus: I don't know what caused the buzz at
the St Andrew's Synod, but I have a good idea of what contributed to our buzz.
(I'd really like to know, by the way, what manner of buzzing goes on
elsewhere ...) First of all, of course, we have an extraordinary bishop who could
cause a buzz in a morgue. He delivered an ode, for Heaven's sake. But actually it
was more than this. I am convinced that the excitement arose from the fact that
instead of sitting in stupor listening to presentation after presentation we were
allowed to talk to each other, about everything from the balance sheets to the
first time we'd encountered the Holy Spirit.
This was achieved by a variety of methods, but primarily by the fact that on the
Pre-Synod day, reviewing our progress with Building the Vision, we had two
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facilitators making us mix - moving people from one table to another after the

News and Events from around the Diocese

manner of a Snowball waltz, for instance. At Synod, each table had a facilitator
(I was one) to get people talking, as at General Synod a couple of years ago.
And yes, we talked about the accounts and as a result made demands for more
detail, clarification, amplification ... Before anyone asks, I had a plant at my
table, an accountant who could make more sense of a balance sheet than I care
to, so that I could merely render into words the data he fed me.
By the end of the two days, I came to this conclusion: people are excited by
what brings them together in a situation like this. They become animated by the
chance to share it with others whom they don't really know - because this
unlocks the kind of honesty you sometimes find in a hospital ward, the honesty
of strangers, when inhibition and fear of something you say coming back to bite
you can be cast aside. So that is what lay behind the astonishment of the
imported facilitator when she remarked on the alacrity with which pairs and
groups got to grips with the Big Questions - she couldn't believe how little
fencing she met as she moved round.
I have to confess that I enjoy facilitating a group. I love being able to make
people feel at ease with one another and with the topics they've been asked to
consider. I love realising I've managed to break the ice without losing anyone
under it. It feeds all sorts of my own needs for interaction - and that's before
we get on to the subject matter under discussion.
I haven't mentioned the other aspects of this meeting, that had me and others
in Oban from late on Monday afternoon till late afternoon on Wednesday. I've
not talked about a riotous dinner after the Synod Eucharist, nor about the quiz
that my table won and the Bishop's Easter Egg (our prize) that I suspect may
have vanished to Cumbrae. I've not mentioned the Monday night, the dinner on
the pier with old and new friends, nor the delight of watching a first-time visitor
grow in confidence as the days went on. I can't tell you how much I laughed,
nor how much I was laughed at. It was all part of the whole.
So yes: there was an enormous buzz at the Argyll Synod. There was laughter,
there were tears, there was pastoral work being done over lunch breaks, there
was kindness, there were friendships rekindled. For me, there was also the
knowledge that it was my last: I've served on General Synod for the past 10
years as alternate or elected representative, and it's time to step down. I'm not
a committee person, and I hate being trapped indoors. But even with all that,
I'm sure of one thing. I'll miss it.
Christine McIntosh (http://blethers.blogspot.co.uk)

Isobel MacNaughtan and Alison Clark lead the singing
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A Variety of Presentations and
Displays were given by the Charges.
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Diocesan Conference
Some while ago someone asked me how I sustained my faith. I stuttered and
spluttered whilst I sought for an answer that I thought might give the ‘right
impression’ and which might even sound suitably theologically intellectual. As a
result, I came out with something utterly fatuous and unconvincing and, frankly, not
entirely true. Since then, having been given more time to consider, I’ve come to the
conclusion that, in my case, much stems from the stimulus and synergy that results
from being in a Christian-based group. Hence, I try never to miss the Diocesan
Conference.
This year, perhaps more than previously, I was aware quite how much attendance at
the Diocesan Conference means to me. Twenty years of seeing the same faces (most
not seeming that much older), with a leavening of meeting new ones each time,
realising that St Adamnan’s isn’t the only ‘pebble on the beach’, that other charges
have problems beside which ours pale into near-insignificance, taking part in the
fellowship, badinage and the constructive discussion and instruction that go to make
up the day……. It’s as good as a week at the seaside.
This year I went to the Conference expecting to be no more than an ashamed
spectator. The Conference topic, ‘Mission Milestones’, was more to me in the nature
of ‘Mission Millstones’ as St Adamnan’s had, to all intents and purposes, played no
part in playing out the Bishop’s Vision. Indeed, I wasn’t sure I should really have
been there at all.
So when proceedings started and Isabel McNaughton began her review of the past
five years, I did a Brer Rabbit – lay low and said nuffin’. However, it wasn’t long
before I was beginning to appreciate how so many other charges had gripped the
‘Vision’ nettle and done some quite remarkable things. Presentations were
enthusiastic, constructive and imaginative, almost invariably longer that poor Isabel
would have liked (which rather played havoc with the programme), and, without
exception, well received.
Concerns? – I really only have one. How do we share our ‘Good News’? How do we
tackle Outreach when people in following generations come from backgrounds
without any Christian education whatever, and many of whom are openly
antagonistic, judging Christianity by fundamentalist misplaced certainty and ISIL
atrocities? Or, even worse, are just indifferent. The Bishop has set the ball rolling in
the West Highland Region by bringing six small congregations together. So much
love, fun and inspiration has resulted that, perhaps unwittingly, St Adamnan’s has
indeed played a part in ‘Building the Vision’!
Aesop’s fable reminds us that the violence of the North wind will never remove the
traveller’s cloak but the warmth and gentleness of the South Wind does so very
quickly. We have begun to realise in the WHR that love, fellowship and joyful worship
brings folk together and, with God’s help, may well attract others to his Church.
All that having been said, the real pleasure of meeting so many ‘well-kent’ folk,
getting to know new ones, tapping into the unbridled enthusiasm of others, realising
that problems shared are indeed very often problems halved, would alone have
made the Conference day.
Nonetheless, there was much else to enjoy and ponder. Short discussions on matters
ecclesiastical and secular, in small and varying groups, allowed points of view to be
expressed, disagreements to be aired and, on occasion, minds to be met. Isabel
deserves the profound thanks of us all for keeping the show on the road, not without
difficulty, I may add. She, with much support from Alison Clark, deserves great
credit for her very successful facilitation of the whole day.
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Final memory? I never knew it before, but Alison can’t half sing!

John Connolly

completely as we shape our future'.

At our 2016 conference in March, Isobel

distributed the collated responses from that Foundation of Trust exercise inviting us
to revisit it.

The following are the 'updated' expressions of trust.

IN GOD - that his church will prevail (as it has for
2,000 years) in whatever form the future holds
Christ has no other hands but
ours. I trust that these hands will
be there to hold me!
The hands of the group hold one
another in the hands of Christ’s
love which makes the Gospels
continually fresh.

Empowerment of
the Holy Spirit to
live in love and
unity and carry the
Gospel into our
communities

To be open to the guidance of the Holy
God’s love for
all

Spirit., to prompt us into action to
share our faith with others

For I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord. They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a fu-

God and us

ture and a hope. In those days when

together

you pray I will listen. If you look for me
in earnest, you will find me when you
seek.
God speaks to us

I trust only GOD completely!

through people,

All statements on the sheet

thoughts, experience

are ASPECTS of our trust in

and gives us grace

God. Our trust is often a

to walk towards the

COMBINATION of factors,

light.

not merely one.

We trust in God and rejoice that people
continue to long for God and still seek him

News and Events from around the Diocese

What do we Trust?
Five years ago, Isobel MacNaughtan invited everyone to say 'what we trust
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Bishop Kevin’s Sermon at the Diocesan Synod Eucharist

+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
From that gospel of John. The gospel designated for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit:
Jesus said:
“The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all I have said to
you”.
“The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all I have said to
you”.
That is Jesus message as we celebrate tonight. Our Lord Jesus Christ who
through His birth, ministry, passion, death and glorious resurrection. Jesus
taught us to listen to the Holy Spirit.
“That you must be the change you want to see – in the world, in the Church, in
yourself.”
In that gospel, Jesus said – The Holy Spirit will remind you of all I have said to
you, been to you, the Hope I give to you, in the words which the Holy Spirit whispers to each one of us, quietly, gently but confidently:
“You must be the change you want to see – “
It is God’s gift of the presence of the Holy Spirit that we celebrate tonight. God’s
gift of the Holy Spirit in our congregations, in our Diocese, in our lives.
Gently, quietly but confidently God’s Holy Spirit whispers
“You must be, you will be, you can be the change you want to see.”
But tonight we pause to celebrate and to shout out that message with confidence
at the Offertory, we bring our mission plans, our mad plans actions, remember
Modest Achievable by next Diocesan Synod.
We bring our symbols and our papers, our hopes and our fears, because as we
celebrate the reality of the presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ in bread and wine
we offer in these symbols and words and plans which we bring to God’s altar;
We bring all that we are, as congregations, as a Diocese, as individuals, we bring
all that we are because we recognise –
We must be the change we want to see.
We bring all that we are because we recognise in Our Lord Jesus Christ all that
we may become;
“We can be the change we want to see,” in our congregations, in our Diocese, in
ourselves.
We bring in our symbols and our plans, in ourselves, we bring all that we are that
we may recognise with confidence, the confidence of the Holy Spirit, that we will
be the change we want to see.
There is the Hope of the Passion of Holy Week and of the glorious resurrection of
Easter Day. “You can be, you will be, you must be the change you want to see.”
And St Paul in Corinthians tells us how – the Holy Spirit in every congregation
shows varieties of God’s gifts, which any congregation need to recognise in each
other. Recognitions comes through listening to each other; the Holy Spirit speaks
in the most peculiar way through the most peculiar people, some of them are
even ordained.
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As we renew our commitment to the Christian faith, as we renew our baptismal
promises, our ordination vows, so we speak gently but confidently:-

we can be, the people Our Lord Jesus Christ showed in His humanity we can be,
mysteriously, wonderfully, God is with us in bread and wine but more mysteriously, more wonderfully we can be with God. His promise of resurrection, we
can be the change we want to see.
There is wisdom. As we read tonight – “Who has learned your counsel, your intention unless You have given Wisdom and sent your Holy Spirit”
What is wisdom? –
Wisdom is that unique blend of a vision of how things might be, a vision that
something can happen – You can be the change you want to see.
Vision blended with the experience of How to make things happen – You must
be the change you want to see.
The vision, the practical blended with the enthusiasm and the energy, the love
of God and of each other and of ourselves –
We will be the change we want to see.
We celebrate tonight all that we are, that God’s love makes us, that we recognise in prayer and in this sacrament of Holy Communion, all that we may become. There is the wisdom of prayer, the true Hebrew concept of prayer, not
that we will change God but that prayer will change us. As you hear the long,
long, long gospels of Passiontide and Holy Week, as you enter the liturgies of
those days in the faith which whispers: why do we bother, the doubts which
gently come through the words, this is so long it is being appallingly read,
rushed, recited.
The questions, the doubts, recognise in the battered and bruised man Jesus
Christ – all that we are – that in the story of the resurrection, of love of such
breadth and depth, love that is of God leaving the tomb behind. The power of
love;

then quietly, gently but confidently you will hear the voice of the Holy

Spirit, as Mary heard Jesus voice in the garden,
You must be, You will be, You can be, the change you want to see.
To God be the Glory, Amen.
+Kevin, March 2016

News and Events from around the Diocese

we become more like the people God wants us to be, the people only God knows

News and Events from around the Diocese and Province

We must be the change we want to see, because as we aspire to that Hope so

News and Events from around the Diocese
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The Winning Quiz
Team

Bishop Kevin’s Charge to Synod
It is a little known fact that once upon a time the Scottish Episcopal Church
owned an island just off St Kilda known as the island of St. Jude, the patron
saint of lost causes. And on the island of St Jude the SEC had its home for clergy
widows, which was dedicated to St Rita, the patron saint of wifely endurance.
Within the home was a wing for those over 90, dedicated to St Agnes martyr,
ask me later.
Three old girls aged 92, 95 and 101 sitting having tea one afternoon
discussing how they would like to die,
The first aged 92 said I would just like to fly forever with Rupert Murdoch.
The second aged 95 said I would like to sail away into the sunset with the Bishop
of Argyll and The Isles lookalike George Clooney and the third aged 101 said
there’s no fool like an old fool – I have one wish to be shot – by a jealous wife.
Vision or Fantasy
The vision of wisdom; that unique blend of a vision of how things might be,
a vision that something can happen blended with our experience of

- How to

make things happen – How things might be – How to make things happen.
Blended with the enthusiasm and the energy to make the Vision real:
To make things happen.
Vision or Fantasy.
The vision is of communities who pray and who hear The Holy Spirit, quietly
gently confidentially whisper “You must be the charge you want to see”
The fantasy that if we wish hard enough, numbers will increase, Sunday Schools
will be oversubscribed, money will be no object and we will all be 50 years
younger. And of course the people who will pack our churches will all be like us
and change will be unknown.
Mission: Ministry: Money in the Diocese of Argyll and The Isles, vision or
fantasy.
Mission: The Vision
People have asked me since I came to the Diocese what is your vision. And my
vision remains the same. It is that every member of the Diocese meeting their
next door neighbour in the Post Office on Monday morning, the neighbour saying
why do you go to that church. The reply is simply:
“Because there I have an experience of the living God”.
One very simple sentence. But to utter that sentence, wisdom will tell you,
you need to feel God’s presence in the reality of our sacramental life. Holy
Communion, Holy means set apart Communion relationship, Jesus promised to
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be with us in bread and wine. You are invited to feel the reality of God and when you
don’t, as all of us know – we must remember the wisdom of Teresa of Avila. When

If you feel you want to be with, know God then you seek to understand who,
what, how, the Holy Spirit speaks through scripture, prayer And because you want
to know who God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit is – then the energy and the enthusiasm get
you out of bed, put up with the cold and make the questions and the doubts
exciting. Because the questions and the doubts feed faith, because whatever faith is
it is not certainty.
There is a vision that is exciting, informed, energetic:
“I have an experience of the living God.” The fantasy is that it will just happen if
we have the right Bishop, priest, leader, more money, -fantasy. It is people in
congregations, who communicate the sense of Vision.
And Building the Vision over the last five years has offered congregations a
means of looking at who they are, being absorbed in scripture and tradition and now
we have come together with plans for the next year through which we will make the
vision real.
And it works.
St Paul’s Rothesay and Holy Trinity, Dunoon have proved – you must be the charge
you want to see – and make the vision real.
They have moved in five years from stipend support to financial viability. They
are able to pay the full stipend. Of course Dean Andrew has provided leadership but
it is the congregations who have made the Vision real and who give to make it real.
And remember Holy Trinity, Dunoon is stuck on a hill, outside the town. The day
I instituted Dean Andrew as Rector, there were huge problems trying to park in the
car park.
Beware of increased numbers which bring Change, and children expect to be
noisy, and to be taken seriously.
As we looked at the car park Dean Andrew said to me – when I was interviewed
they said all they wanted was to see the car park full.
In every one of the vacancies I have handled since I came to the Diocese I have
worked with Vestries and congregations to help realise the vision of building the
Kingdom of God in that unique and particular place. The Cathedral, Lochgilphead,
Stornoway all are very, very different and so in the past year I decided I would work
very closely with the West Highland Region.
At this point I would apologise to many of you, I haven’t always managed to visit
as often as I would have liked because working with a congregation means extensive
Sunday commitment.
Three things have emerged in the past ten months:
There is basically one congregation with six buildings.
The geographical area and the distances involved are vast.
There is enormous potential for Mission realising the Vision, for building the
kingdom of God in West Highland Region.
Sunday by Sunday, working with the congregation of the West Highland Region.
And here I pay tribute to the team Jeremy Rivers and Geoff Headden, Lay
Readers who have helped maintain worship. My ordained colleagues who have all
celebrated the Eucharist more than once, giving the congregations a vision of the
wider Diocese. This is the Diocesan team and do not underestimate its importance.
Working with the West Highland Region, what has emerged is there is enormous

News and Events from around the Diocese

yourself to God’s grace.
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you least feel God’s presence receive the sacramentl – more. Because you open
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potential within the area. School rolls are expanding, there is significant building
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going on. The existing congregation is incredibly faithful and very much a centre
of prayer.
What we did was to invite, basically, experts in Church growth to look at the
whole area. They too recognise the potential and so a scheme has emerged with
the Church Army to enter into partnership with the Diocese to form in the West
Highland Region a Centre for Mission. A Pioneer Ministry:
What this means

is the Diocese will appoint a priest in charge while in

parallel the Church Army will appoint and pay for , an “evangelist” someone
skilled in working with communities to identify their needs and their resources.
To a certain extent to use the process we have been involved in – Building the
Vision – to take that process a step further.
One of the aspects of this project, which makes it so exciting is that the
congregations offer a praying heart which will energise the work of evangelism,
of offering people an experience of the living God.
That is the Vision, which can be made real through schools work, youth
projects, through worship which is aimed at those who may not ever have been
in a church. Carol services for people who do not know “Her virgin eyes saw God
incarnate born” or

“Christians awake salute the happy morn”.

This project is taking a long time to come to fruition and there will be even
more frustration when it does because at the heart of such a project is the fact,
the fact that those coming in to form a Centre for Mission will take months to
pray and to listen; to the communities they seek to serve.
As I have said to every congregation in every vacancy – it takes time to
make the right appointment because we are not seeking a chaplain to ensure
we are all buried, we are seeking to make an appointment that will lay the
foundations for the Vision and witness of this congregation for the next 25
years.
Two other centres of our mission and Ministry are of course our Diocesan
retreat Houses on Cumbrae and Iona.
On Cumbrae, Andrew and Amanda Wright arrived in September with the
energy and enthusiasm for a Vision of a centre for spiritual renewal and growth.
They have put in an enormous amount of work since their arrival to make
marketing and booking, wider, more efficient while all is upheld in prayer.
Andrew and Amanda – we wish you a very happy season.
Toben and Sarah on Iona are leaving Bishop’s House this June although not
leaving the island. They have given an enormous amount of themselves in the
ministry of the House over the last three years. The building extension really
was baptism and entry by ordeal. To Toben and to Sarah may you be richly
blessed in your future work and ministry.
The mission of our Retreat Houses is a focus of the mission of each
congregation and of our Diocese, the Vision we seek to make real through
ministry.
Ministry:
The fantasy is that if we had limitless money and one full time person in
every charge then everything would be as described in the S.E.C. handbook of
1916.
The Vision is of congregations working together lay and ordained, rooted in
the communities in which they find themselves and able to offer and articulate
“an experience of the living God”.

April 2016

Page 11

Our Lay Leaders in the Diocese do an outstanding job in making that Vision
real. The training days twice a year are both challenging and informative. The last

incredibly exciting. And perhaps at this point again we ought to explode the
fantasy that children are our future and those at the other end of the spectrum
need no change.
Children have spiritual needs now, whatever age they are it is our responsibility
to seek to meet those needs, The old, are not all seeking to make it all as it was in
1916. As more than one old woman or man has told me, much of my past is best
forgotten, my prayer life needs attention now, why do I find it so difficult to pray?
Why do I find it difficult to pray? If you are asking that question perhaps you
should go to Arran in July where Father Simon and one of our Ordinands from the
Scottish Episcopal Institute are running a ‘pop up’ school for prayer. Father Simon,
‘pops’ up with Eucharists regularly. One of the aspects of this project is that
Jonathan Livingstone, the young student from Edinburgh due to be ordained next
year. This is real ‘fieldwork experience’ for Jonathan on an island in a rural diocese.
Taking that concept of training for ordained ministry we remember that Elaine
Garman and Rosemary Bungard were ordained deacon last June and will be
priested on islands this June.
The ordination to the diaconate at the Cathedral was a great Diocesan event
and Provost Nicki made it run so smoothly through meticulous organisation and
rehearsal. And despite the Bishop.
Rosemary and Elaine will speak for themselves. But I should say that the whole
Province is interested and has noted the innovative mode of their training.
Placements in other Diocese, clergy supervision from other Diocese – these are
real innovations.
For those stipendiary clergy who are members of the Pension Fund our regular
meetings on Cumbrae for three days of prayer, study, reflection and recreation.
These meetings are becoming increasingly important to us all and prove the
concept of team, thanks to Canon Anne Dyer of Edinburgh whose facilitation is
outstanding. Father Alexander and myself could do without the games – I don’t
know whether we are colour blind or dyslexic or simply operating from the other
side of our brains. But we always end up together with Father Alexander trying to
explain to me what to do with my counters.
Mission, Ministry and so to –
Money.
The fantasy – that if we had endless money everything would be perfect.
The Vision of Wisdom – You must be the change you want to see.
It is a statistical fact that congregations who give just enough to keep it all
going, such congregations will decline.
Those congregations which have a Vision that they can be, must be, will be the
charge they want to see, they are congregations where there is significant growth
and the money comes.
We have no money, we have no children and we are all old – not elderly but
old.
As I have said in every report – make that statement and it becomes a selffulfilling prophecy.
Meet as a congregation who pray that they may share their experience of the
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work in ways, of which I have no real conception or experience but ways which are
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day in November on Godly Play, showed again the potential in our congregations to
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living God and the vision becomes the reality.
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That is from my own experience, pray and celebrate and the money will
come.
Worry about money you haven’t got, children simply because they are
young, and your age, and you will decline.
In all the congregations I’ve been in and led, that has been my experience.
+Kevin, Argyll and The Isles

Congregational Development Officer Retires

Bishop Kevin took the opportunity to thank Alison Clark for all she had done for
the

Diocese

during

her

time

as

Congregational

Development

Officer,

particularly for her input into Building the Vision over the last five years and to
wish her well with her new allotment. Rather than give a speech, the Bishop
recited an Ode which he had written. A video of this can be found on the
Diocesan

Facebook

page

(https://www.facebook.com/Scottish-Episcopal-

Diocese-of-Argyll-and-The-Isles-240670099319553/)

Bishop Kevin’s Easter Sermon
In his Easter sermon today the Rt Rev Kevin Pearson, Bishop of Argyll & The
Isles will speak of the two elements of tears – one expressing pain and grief ;
the other expressing new life and hope.
“Tears are a great expression of our shared humanity. In Brussels this week
many tears are being shed as people attempt to comes to terms with the horror
of anger and hate and the selfishness of those who are determined that the
world will be as they think it ought to be.
“Brussels this week is a reminder of that first Holy Week when anger and hate
and selfishness and religious certainty combined in the attempt to kill all that is
best and true in our humanity, which we see in Jesus Christ.
“Tears are sometimes our only way of expressing our pain and grief when, as in
Brussels and in many other places across the world, we find ourselves in the
midst of things we do not always understand. Yet, the tears which express our
pain and grief in the midst of our crucifixion experience, are the same tears
that bring hope.
“Tears consist of two elements – water, the sign of cleansing but more
especially, the sign of new life and growth; and salt, the salt of the Passover
meal, the salt of affliction, pain, grief, guilt, fear.
“Mary Magdalene in the garden on the first Easter day stood weeping tears of
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pain and grief. Jesus, called her quietly, gently, but confidently by her name, as
love calls each one of us. Suddenly resurrection happened. The very tears of grief

and hope bring resurrection even, and especially, in the midst of things we do not
always understand. Alleluia!”
- See

more

at: http://www.scotland.anglican.org/love-hope-bring-resurrection/

#sthash.PsZzvyMI.0pPF0FNH.dpuf

Reminder—Lay Leadership Day
‘Working Together in Groups’
The next Lay Leadership day is on Saturday April 16th in the hall at St John’s
Cathedral, Oban from 10 am – 3.30 pm
The event is open to lay leaders, lay readers and anyone who wishes to
explore how to lead a group or participate effectively be it vestry, Bible study or
working party.
The programme will be based on Paul’s teaching in Romans Chapter 12. We
will reflect together on what it means to be ‘one body in Christ’ and we will explore
the practical challenges of working as ‘members of one another’, respecting
difference and offering our gifts. Bishop Kevin will leads us as we conclude with a
celebration of the Eucharist.
Anyone involved in any small groups is welcome.

If you are not sure if it's

for you, contact Alison Clark on 01700 500489 and discuss it with your rector or lay
leader.

Retreat House Warden
BISHOP’S HOUSE, ISLE OF IONA
The board of Island Retreats Limited seeks a warden
to run the retreat house on the Isle of Iona in Argyll,
part of the Sco'sh Episcopal
Diocese of Argyll and The Isles.
For recruitment pack visit:
h,p://www.argyll.anglican.org/?p=5247
Closing date 15 April 2016.
Registered Charity No: SC023281

Safeguarding Training—Saturday, 9th April
The Provincial Safeguarding Officer, Donald Urquhart, will be coming to Oban to
present training on Saturday, 9th April. In addition to Charge Safeguarding
Coordinators, all Clergy, Lay Leaders, Vestry Members, Pastoral Visitors and Sunday
School Teachers are asked to make every effort to attend. Following the recent
report on abuse in the Church of England, it is particularly important that we
recognise that the robust guidelines from the Province are worthless unless they are
followed throughout the Diocese. Please let me know numbers or catering purposes.
We recognise that neither Oban nor Saturdays are ideal for training and are happy
to travel to other destinations on request.
Sue Pollard, Diocesan Safeguarding Officer. (Office@argyll.anglican.org 01631
5708710)

News and Events from around the Diocese

“That the people of Brussels are determined that the life of their city should go on,
despite the fact that many walk the streets with tears flowing, is the sign that love

News and Events from around the Diocese

and affliction became the tears of joy, new life and hope.
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson

CONTACT US

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org

The office is staffed

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift

9.30am-2.30pm

Telephone : 01369 702444

Mon-Thurs

dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,

Telephone : 01631 562323

Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org

Telephone 01631 570870

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870

Fax 01631 570411

secretary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley

Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Tel: 01631 567007

Diocesan Learning & Congregational Development Officer:
Alison Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Diocesan Diary
Monday, 4th April

Island Retreats Board Meeting

Tuesday, 5th April

Diocesan Finance & Property Board and Standing Committee joint meeting

Tuesday, 5th April

Diocesan Mission & Ministry Board

Saturday, 9th April

Safeguarding Training, St John’s Cathedral Hall, Oban

Saturday, 16th April

Lay Leadership Day, St John’s Cathedral Hall, Oban

Saturday, 4th June

Ordination to Priesthood of Rev Elaine Garman, St Paul’s, Rothesay

Saturday, 25th June

Ordination to Priesthood of Rev Rosemary Bungard, St Columba’s, Portree

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The April Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 25th April, 2016.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.
DIOCESE OF ARGYLL

New Diocesan prayer cycles in A4, large print or pocket sized

& THE ISLES

are available from the Diocesan Office or on the Diocesan
website

( http:// ww w .arg yll.a nglica n.org/ w p-content/

uploads/2016/03/2016-Prayer-Booklet.pdf)
PRAYER CYCLE
2016 - 2017

