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From dust you came and to dust you shall return. But when
the dust of the earth meets the light of Christ we become
sparkly Christians.
Thanks to the Rev Fay Lamont for sharing this.
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The dreadful floods before Christmas which caused such devastation in Cumbria
had a less shocking victim: the heating system at Christ Church, Lochgilphead.
The “electric kettle” system was housed in the old underground boiler-room. The
floods came, and the waters rose, and that was that. Plans were in hand to replace
a highly inefficient - and ineffective system - but not quite rapidly enough.
Christmas was mild, but with the cold weather, the congregation moved into
Bishopton dining-room, which is luckily built on palatial lines. Here is Ash
Wednesday by lamp-light.
We

have

been

enjoying

the

intimacy and closer fellowship
around the table. Maybe this will
lead

us

into

an

interesting

future? For the moment, one
gift has been that the insurers
have made a generous donation
towards

our

new

heating

system. Doubly winners!
The Revd Canon Simon Mackenzie
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St Peter’s, Stornoway

News and Events from around the Diocese

On Wednesday the 17th Feb, St Peter’s hosted a 1st Year RE Class from the
Nicolson Institute. None of the group were members of St Peter’s congregation
so they had come armed with many pre-prepared questions about the history
and how we as an Episcopal Church form part of the fabric of the Western Isles
religious community. We hope that this will be a regular event.
As a result of Fr Terry and Ms Marion Mackay (our Reader in training) attending
a Gaelic Liturgy course at Sabhal mór Ostaig last year, we now have occasional
use of the Gaelic in our services. We hope this will increase as our grasp of the
‘Mother Tongue’ improves. Fr Terry and Marion are also attending a Gaelic
‘Psalm singing’ course currently being held at an Lanntair and run by Mr Calum
Martin, who is a well known local musician and exponent of Gaelic Psalm
singing. There is also great potential for this to be utilised in the future both at
St Peter’s and St Moluag’s. This of course is a ‘work in progress’
The ‘Soup Stop’ which is
open

every

Friday

between 12 - 3pm at St
Peter’s

Church

Hall

continues to be a roaring
success. So much so that
on Friday the 12th Feb
there was ‘standing room
only’ it was that busy.
More than anything, the
ecumenical outreach that
this venture has achieved
is wonderful. There are so
many people who belong
to other denominations

Some of the ‘Soup Stop’ regulars enjoying Soup
and Coffee during the Christmas period

on the island who have now made St Peter’s a regular lunch venue.
We even had a team of Social Workers last week who combined a meeting
whilst consuming the Stilton and Broccoli soup on offer.
Blessings Always, Fr Terry Taggart

Cathedral of The Isles and College of The Holy Spirit,
Isle of Cumbrae
Hello from The Cathedral of The Isles and College of The Holy Spirit, on the
Isle of Cumbrae.
The College of The Holy Spirit was built in 1851 as a Theological college for the
Scottish Episcopal Church and now functions as a retreat house. We are a part
of the United Diocese of Argyll & The Isles and the Cathedral, which is attached
to the College, is one of the Dioceses' two cathedrals.
One of the things that has become apparent since I took over as warden here
last year is that a remarkable number of people don't know that we exist!
Hopefully you're not one of them - but if so then please do let us introduce
ourselves.
The College has 16 bedrooms in a range of sizes, some of which are en-suite.
In total we can sleep 30 (33 with the use of a few folding beds). The main
focus of our work is in being a resource to those in the church, and indeed
those outside of it, who wish to bring a group somewhere to deepen their
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relationship with God. We hope that people will
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come here, encounter God in a new way, be
transformed and return to their localities better
equipped to live the Gospel where they are. We
may have the resources to organise a visit here and
so also offer a programme of open retreats through
the year.
Can you help spread the word? It would be
wonderful if you could help us to get news about what we offer more widely known.
We have a selection of leaflets which are available to download from our parent
website (island-retreats.org/cumbrae.html) Please do download those that you think
may be of interest and make them available as widely as you are able.
We're particularly keen at the moment to spread the word about our Open Retreat
during Holy Week and also our headline retreat on 'Elemental Spirituality' with Ruth
Scott in May.
With many thanks for taking the time to read this far! Andrew Wright

Bishop’s Lent Appeal—Syrian Refugees
This is the biggest humanitarian emergency of our era and millions of children,
women and men are now facing a bitter winter ahead.
The UN Refugee Agency is on the ground providing life-saving protection
but your help is needed.
£15 could provide a refugee family in Jordan with winter clothes to help them fight
the cold.
£30 could provide high thermal fleece blankets to keep a family warm during the
bitter winter months.
£65 Could provide a refugee family in Turkey with a heating stove so they can cook
for themselves.
£330 could fund the insulation of a whole refugee family’s shelter to protect them
from the tough winter weather conditions.
The UN Refugee Agency, and UNICEF launched on Friday (February 26) a joint
initiative to increase protection for the growing numbers of children and others with
specific needs arriving in Europe.

20 Child and Family Protection Support Hubs

(Blue Dots) along the most frequently used migration routes in Europe are being
scaled up. These hubs aim to support vulnerable families and individuals on the
move, especially the many unaccompanied or separated children at risk of sickness,
trauma, violence, exploitation and trafficking.
We can help make a difference through the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
Please collect during Lent and hand your donations in to the Diocesan Office as soon
as possible thereafter. (Cheques made payable to “The Episcopal Diocese of Argyll &
The Isles”). Jar labels are available from the Office.

Safeguarding Training—Saturday, 9th April
The Provincial Safeguarding Officer, Donald Urquhart, will be coming to Oban to
present training on Saturday, 9th April. In addition to Charge Safeguarding
Coordinators, all Clergy, Lay Leaders, Vestry Members, Pastoral Visitors and Sunday
School Teachers are asked to make every effort to attend.

Please let me know

numbers or catering purposes. We recognise that neither Oban nor Saturdays are
ideal for training and are happy to travel to other destinations on request.
Sue Pollard, Diocesan Safeguarding Officer. (Office@argyll.anglican.org 01631
5708710)

News and Events from around the Diocese

realise that not all people belong to a group that
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News and Events from around the Diocese

‘Working Together in Groups’
The next Lay Leadership day is on Saturday April 16th in the hall at St John’s Cathedral, Oban
from 10 am – 3.30 pm
The event is open to lay leaders, lay readers and anyone who wishes to explore how
to lead a group or participate effectively be it vestry, Bible study or working party.
The programme will be based on Paul’s teaching in Romans Chapter 12. We will
reflect together on what it means to be ‘one body in Christ’ and we will explore the practical
challenges of working as ‘members of one another’, respecting difference and offering our
gifts. Bishop Kevin will leads us as we conclude with a celebration of the Eucharist.
An email will be sent to those on the regular mailing list for the Lay Leadership days.
If you would like to attend and are not on the contact list please register your interest with the
office and you will be added to the list. office@argyll.anglican.org. or ring Alison Clark for
further details.

Book Corner
Rowan Williams: Resurrection - Interpreting the Easter Gospel
highly recommended by the Rev Joan Lyon, St Ninian's Aberdeen
Why is it 'good news' to say 'Jesus is risen'? This text sets out to show how the
experience of the resurrection was from the first one of forgiveness and of the
healing of memories of injury, guilt or failure.

Primus comments on Church of England General Synod’s
approval of Columba Declaration
Following the approval by the Church of England General Synod this week of the
Columba Declaration and Growth in Communion – Partnership in Mission
(www.churchofengland.org/media/2442393/gs_2016__report_of_the_coecos_joint_study_group.pdf) the Most Rev David Chillingworth,
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church says:
“People expect churches to work together. In the Scottish Episcopal Church, we
are keen to work whole-heartedly with the Church of Scotland. Our histories are
intertwined with one another and with the history of Scotland.
history has been painful and difficult.

Much of that

So it is important that the new chapters

which we write together are positive and creative.
“The tasks which we need to address together are very clear to me. We are living
through a time of change in Scotland.

Nobody knows where Scotland’s journey

will end – but Scotland is on a journey.

Faith communities need to focus on

Scotland and the way in which faith is represented and shared in this changing
context.

We also need to work together on new understandings of how we can

share in local mission across the whole of Scotland.

We need to support one

another and work together. None of us can do this on our own.
“I watched the debate in which the Columba Declaration was approved by the
Church of England with a sense of unreality.

The Scottish Episcopal Church was

like a ghost at the party – often referred to and talked about but not
present. Concerns which have been voiced within the Scottish Episcopal Church
about the Columba Declaration focus significantly on the Church of England. The
Church of England and the Scottish Episcopal Church are partner-Provinces in the
Anglican Communion.

We are the presence of the Anglican Communion in

Scotland and we expect the Church of England to respect that. The concerns are
that the Columba Declaration places the Church of England in a compromised
position in relation to the Scottish Episcopal Church.
“The Church of England approved the Columba Declaration. But it was clear that
many people in the General Synod were uneasy – aware that something about this
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is not quite right but not quite sure what. Ecumenical matters are usually carried
through by churches without significant debate. Yet here 50 people voted against

“This tells us that we all have work to do. The desire of the two churches to get
approval for the Columba Declaration has inhibited their ability to have real dialogue
with us about its implications for our future relationships.

Now that it has been

approved, the time for that has arrived. We welcome the opportunity for a real
dialogue with both partners and pray that out of that will come a healing and
renewal both of our relationships and of our shared mission.”
The Primus was interviewed on BBC Radio Scotland John Beattie programme on 17
February, the interview can be heard at https://vimeo.com/155678914
Reprinted

from

inspires

online.

Sign

up

for

regular

e-mails

at

www.scotland.anglican.org

Faith in Action—Asylum Seekers
Before presenting some possible suggestions about
how to help the plight of asylum seekers it is important
to consider several popular myths found in the printed
media. Many newspapers place particular rhetorical
emphasis on the 'hordes' of people attempting to seek
asylum in the 'soft touch' UK. However, the actual
proportion of people applying for asylum to the UK is actually a minute percentage
of the overall worldwide number of asylum seekers and the UNHCR calculates that
the UK receives less than 0.5% of the total world population of refugees.
Another common view in the press is that asylum seekers drain the resources of
local authorities which could have been spent on tax-paying citizens. However, this
is

again

fallacious,

since

funding

for

asylum

seekers

comes

from

central

Government, not local authorities' budgets. Finally it is vital to emphasise that
despite media attempts to demonise asylum seekers, the vast majority of people
seeking asylum are genuine, scared and desperate people who are seeking refuge
often from countries where their basic human rights are not respected.
Of the thousands of people who apply for asylum, only a thousand or so come to
Scotland each year. However, due to government re-organising, this number is set
to rise over the next few years. So, what can we do? It is important to keep yourself
informed and up to date with accurate statistics and information about asylum
seekers. You can do this very easily by contacting and/or applying for a free e-mail
newsletter from the Scottish Asylum Seekers Consortium which will give you
accurate coverage of the state of affairs in Scotland.
You may wish to try the following:
pray for asylum seekers
become a member and support the work of the Scottish Refugee Council
if a student get in touch with Student Action for Refugees
donate clothes, blankets, baby clothes, toys and non-perishable foods to charities
caring for refugees
join the Scottish Detainee Visitors’ Scheme and visit Dungavel detention centre
and support those living there
write to your MP and MSP regarding the plight of refugees in our country
become a mentor to an approved refuge as he/she seeks employment

News and Events from around the Diocese

and 49 abstained.
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Almighty God,

We remember that the Holy Family

through your Son, Jesus Christ

fled to find a place of safety.

we

We

are

called

marginalised

to

and

serve

the

pray for

all

families who

find

themselves taking enormous risks in

vulnerable

within our society.

order to secure a safer future for their

Give us Your gift of Grace that

children.

we might share in the plight of

Guide their decision making and their

all asylum seekers and refugees

actions. May they find for themselves

and open our hearts to them,

the safety and security that St Joseph

that Your love may be known:

was able to find for his family.

through Christ our Lord. AMEN

We ask this in Jesus' name. AMEN

We hold before you children throughout our world who are separated from
their parents because of asylum issues.
We pray for children who find themselves in places where no-one understands
their language or who are effectively imprisoned in a detention centre.
We pray that they will be able to reclaim their childhood rights and be enabled
to grow in love for You as they grow in years
In Jesus' name. AMEN
Further

information

from

www.scotland.anglican.org/wp-content/

uploads/2014/02/03-march.pdf

Space for Nature in your Congregation
Saturday 23rd April 2016, 10:00am – 3:15pm
St Ninian’s Cathedral, North Methven St, Perth PH1 5PP
Main speakers:
Stuart Housden, head of RSPB Scotland and Andy Lester of A Rocha UK
Book now!

(www.ecocongregationscotland.org/get-involved/events/2016-

annual-gathering/)

Eco-Congregation Chaplain
The Eco-Congregation Scotland Environmental Chaplain, the Rev Trevor Jamison,
is available to speak with church groups on issues relating to faith and
environmental issues and would welcome an invitation from church groups across
the Scottish Episcopal Church.
Taking account of the needs of your group, Trevor offers illustrated talks
including:

•
•
•
•
•

Ten Reasons Christians Care for the Earth
The Environment: a Christian Imperative?
Walking the John Muir Way and Caring for the Earth
Reading the Bible Through Green-tinted Lenses
Our Role in Relation to Creation: Some Biblical Pictures

Green Worship: Does it Exist?
For more information visit http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/chaplain/ or
contact Trevor Jamison on 0131 667 1788 or 0131 240 2274
Email trevor@ecocongregationscotland.org
Trevor also regularly preaches and leads worship across Scotland. He is open to
any invitation from your congregation, parish or church.
(Your treasurer might like to know that Trevor’s travelling expenses are met by
Eco-Congregation Scotland. Of course, should you normally offer a fee or gift to a
visiting speaker, preacher or worship leader then making an equivalent donation
to Eco-Congregation Scotland would be very welcome, but is not required.)
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for

regular

e-mails

at

www.scotland.anglican.org

This will not apply to all Third Sector organisations, but where organisations meet
the criteria then they will get full or partial exemption from water and wastewater
charges.
It only takes a few minutes to check whether your organisation would qualify, so it
is well worth doing.
Please see the details over for more information and a link to the relevant website.
Applications are now open for the 2016-17 Water Exemption Scheme that enables
charities to keep more of the money they raise in 2016 and pay less on their water
bills. Applications must be submitted to your water Licensed Provider by 31 March
2016.
Charities must reapply each year to the Scheme to retain exemption. The Scheme
exempts, subject to certain conditions, charities with an annual income of less than
£200,000 from water and sewerage charges, and those with an income between
£200,000 and £300,000 pay a reduced rate. For further information go to:
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Business-Industry/waterindustryscot/watercharges/
exemptionscheme

Volunteering Support Grant
Voluntary Action Fund (VAF) is delighted to announce the launch of its Volunteering
Support Grant 2016-17.
The purpose of the grant programme is to create new or enhanced volunteering
projects – increasing the diversity of volunteers, especially those experiencing
disadvantage; and improving opportunities, skills and personal development
through volunteering.
Third Sector organisations working in Scotland, with an annual income of under
£250,000 can apply for up to £10,000 for a Volunteering Support Grant.
Applications

should

be

submitted

by

31 s t

March

2016.

Please use the links http://ow.ly/YrdYP and http://ow.ly/Yren4 to the press release
and flyer, or visit the following website for further information about the fund and
how to apply: www.voluntaryactionfund.org.uk/funding-and-support/volunteeringdevelopment-grants
Please forward this information to people within your networks who may be
interested in this new fund and feel free to upload the information onto your
website, include the details in your newsletter and/or post on your social media
pages as appropriate.
Email: VSFenquiries@vaf.org.uk Website: www.voluntaryactionfund.org.uk
Phone: 01383 620780

Action by Christians Against Torture (acat uk)
The Easter Greetings list is available at www.acatuk.org.uk/EastercardList2016.pdf
Torture is totally banned in international law under ALL circumstances, including
war, civil war, internal conflict and terrorist attack (Article 2 of the UN Convention
Against Torture). There is no opt out but people still think that torture can be used
in special circumstances - witness what happened after 9/11 when some argued
that its use could be justified then.

News and Events from around the Diocese

water charges

News and Events from around the Diocese and Province

Scottish Government Charities Exemption Scheme for
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson

CONTACT US

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bishop@argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org

The office is staffed

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift

9.30am-2.30pm

Telephone : 01369 702444

Mon-Thurs

dean@argyll.anglican.org

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,

Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly
Telephone : 01631 562323

Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org

Telephone 01631 570870

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870

Fax 01631 570411

secretary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@argyll.anglican.org

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley

Administrator:
Dr Sue Pollard

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Tel: 01631 567007

Diocesan Learning & Congregational Development Officer:
Alison Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Diocesan Diary
Tuesday, 8th March

Diocesan Conference, Dunstaffnage, Oban
Diocesan Synod Eucharist, St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Wednesday, 9th March

Diocesan Synod, Dunstaffnage, Oban

Mon-Wed 14th-16th March

Continuing Ministerial Development for Stipendiary Clergy, Isle of Cumbrae

Saturday, 9th April

Safeguarding Training, St John’s Cathedral Hall, Oban

Saturday, 16th April

Lay Leadership Day, St John’s Cathedral Hall, Oban

Saturday, 4th June

Ordination to Priesthood of Rev Elaine Garman, St Pauls’s, Rothesay

Saturday, 25th June

Ordination to Priesthood of Rev Rosemary Bungard, St Columba’s, Portree

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The April Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at
the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 21st March, 2016.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.island-retreats.org

TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI

FACEBOOK Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.
THE WIDER CHURCH Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.

Attending General Synod? Looking for a place to stay?
Emmaus House Edinburgh offers comfortable, homely accommodation where you’ll receive a warm welcome from
our small, friendly community. Located in the heart of the city we are ideally situated on a direct bus-route to the
Synod venue, St Paul’s & St George’s. Discounts available.
To book, please speak to one of our team on 0131 228 1066 or email us at info@emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.uk.
www.emmaushouse-edinburgh.co.uk We look forward to hearing from you!

