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 Autumn Popping Up 

The 28th of August saw our last ‘Cream Tea’ of 

the season at St Peter’s Church Hall. This has 

been a highly successful venture throughout the 

summer, which has brought many people, young 

and old, local and tourist, within the walls of St 

Peters to sample the delights of the day. In the 

short period we ran this, a grand total of just 

over £500 was made for Church funds. We 

intend to offer ‘Soup and Bread’ during the 

As we approach Autumn and the annual 

reversion to the winter ferry timetable in 

October, we are making the most of Fr Simon’s 

visits. In addition to his regular visit on the 

second Sunday of the month, we had a very 

successful Wednesday “pop-up” service at the 

Kinloch Hotel in Blackwaterfoot on 9th 

September, photos of which can be seen. These 

pictures perhaps convey a sense of the difference 

between these informal Eucharists and the usual 

Celebrations in a church building. I believe most of us 

find this refreshes our spiritual life, and the absence of 

the usual external trappings makes us more aware of 

what is essential about our worship. If it garners us a few 

new worshippers into the bargain, so much the better. 

Attendance was good at this “pop-up”, including visitors 

to the island. The opportunity for getting to know each 

other better and general good fellowship at the ensuing 

lunch is always a bonus of these occasions.  We have one 

more “pop-up” service scheduled for the 7th October at the Catacol Hotel in the 

north-west  of the island, and after that we are looking forward to our joint 

meeting with the other churches in Fr Simon’s charge (an occasion informally 

dubbed “the Council of the Isles”) in Tarbert on Thursday, 15th. The winter season 

will then not be long in coming, when we are more turned in on ourselves. But 

before that we have one more scheduled and very welcome visitor to look forward 

to: Alison Clark is coming on the 11th October to help us with the later stages of 

our Vision for Mission programme. 

None of the above is meant to sound as though the winter season is a time of 

apathy, inactivity and gloom for us - very far from it, there is much to look forward 

to, but of course, Arran being an island –and a tourist island at that – it is bound to 

be different. This year we are perhaps a little apprehensive, as the congregation is 

due to shrink, with long-standing members due to leave the island. But more of 

that when it happens. John Roberts 

St Peter’s and St Moluag’s, Isle of Lewis 

A sample of the cakes and 

scones we had to endure  
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The annual Gaelic service took place 

on Sunday 23rd August at 10.30.am.  

Iona Renton, aged 9, played her own 

selection of well-known Gaelic airs for 

15 minutes before the service began 

as well as accompanying the Kyrie, 

the Communion Song, playing music 

d u r i n g  C ommun i o n  “ F à g a i l 

Liosmòr” (Leaving Lismore) and the 

f i n a l  v o l u n t a r y  “ R a t h a d 

cooler winter months commencing in November, and we hope it will be as 

successful as our Cream Teas. 

On Saturday the 29th of August, many of us attended a day of meditation and 

fellowship at ‘The Decca’ in Ness. This was arranged by Rev’d Sr Clare Lockhart 

and chaired by Alex Holmes. It was a time to reflect and to share and we all 

attended St Moluag’s Church for the afternoon office. The weather was kind and 

everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day. we left feeling refreshed and yet relaxed at 

the same time. 

We are pleased to share the news that Ms Marion Mackay has just begun her 

Licensed Reader Training and we hope that her journey is both fun and fruitful 

and we look forward to harnessing Marion’s talents in our Ministry Team. 

St Peter’s was well represented at the Premier showing of ‘Jonathon’s Army’, a 

film about a group of volunteers from Lewis who went to The Gambia late last 

year in order to build a school in a small village there. The film depicted how 

difficult and yet how rewarding this type of venture can be. We were also 

pleased that our own Dr Neil Davis was part of the team that went to help. The 

film will be shown on BBC ALBA on Thursday the 1st of October at 9pm. We 

commend it for your viewing pleasure. Blessings Always, Fr Terry Taggart 

The ‘gang’ outside the 

doors of St Moluag’s 

Church 

St Kiaran’s, Campbeltown, the Gaelic Service 2015 

Chaluim”  (Calum’s Road). 

As in previous years, extra chairs had to be put out to accommodate those 

attending. Apart from strong local support we again welcomed two supporters 

from Arran, from England, Kathleen from Woodlands, the local centre for Adults 

with Learning Difficulties and also three young people from Leipzig in Germany 

who showed a special interest in the church. 

Krystal McLean sang the opening hymn “Bi seimh, oir tha lathaireachd ar 

Dia” (Be still for the presence of the Lord). Her mum, AnnMarie, sang “Ar n-

Athair” (Our Father) and along with her daughter, Chelsea, sang a duet “Nuair 

thig E” (When He shall come). Iain MacPherson led the congregation in two well-

known mission hymns – “Abba Athair” (Abba Father) and “Esan Dia” (He is Lord) 

and Ruairidh Wallace, aged 12, sang “Tha ainm nas àirde” (His name is higher). 

Readers included Jane Mayo, from our congregation, (Collect for Purity) and 

native speakers Iain Henderson from Ardnamurchan (Collect of the Day), Morag 
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Diocesan Retreat - Monday 19th to Thursday 22 October 2014 

Last Opportunity! Few rooms left. 

Christian Mindfulness - A Wellspring for Mission 

Sister Carmel Byrne will lead the retreat and will be available throughout the three 

days to help those who find the experience challenging or those who are making a 

retreat for the first time.    

Booking forms may be downloaded from the diocesan website home page or booking 

made by contact ing The Col lege, Cumbrae 01475 530353, 

Cathedral_Cumbrae@btconnect.com  

If you've never been on a retreat and are not sure what to expect, do get in touch 
with Alison - alisonclark52@gmail.com 

A busy weekend was enjoyed by many at St. John’s as we celebrated a Thanksgiving 

Weekend at the end of September.  It began on Friday afternoon with a time of 

prayer for the plight of the refugees.  Saturday saw a photography exhibition, some 

professional, some taken by congregational members; a beautiful array of flowers 

thanks to Christine Marlow and her band of helpers; refreshments were served all 

day in the narthex thanks to Jenny Moody and her band of helpers and Vanessa 

Kilpatrick gave tours of the cathedral.  Saturday evening we had a good sing as we 

joined together for ‘Songs of Praise’, a collection of the congregations favourite 

hymns. 

Sunday we enjoyed our Harvest Festival service with Bishop Kevin preaching and 

celebrating which was followed by an auction of the produce and a congregational 

lunch.  The day ended with our final Evensong of the summer.  As usual, Norman 

and the choir excelled in enabling us to ‘worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness’. 

The Provost is now planning to begin her holiday on Friday as she heads to Spain to 

walk part of The Camino to raise money for St. John’s.  So far about £1800 has been 

pledged.  If you would like to support her in this endeavour to try and get the Mother 

Church of the diocese wind and water-tight, you can sponsor her and her husband, 

Iain, on line until October 10th at https://mydonate.bt.com/events/camino2015/ or 

by sending a cheque to The Rectory, Ardconnel Terrace, Oban, PA34 5DJ.  Thank 

you! 

Patton from North Uist (Old 

Testament  Lesson), Ca lum 

Macaulay from Lewis (New 

Testament Lesson) and Calum Ross 

from Skye (Gospel). Frances Arthur 

from our own congregation offered 

beautiful prayers of Intercession 

and assisted with the distribution of 

communion.  

The incorporation of 5 minutes 

meditative silence was remarked 

upon in a positive way by many 

who were present.  

Most of those attending lingered after the service to have a cup of tea / coffee / 

biscuits served by ladies in the congregation and enjoy conversation in a relaxed 

atmosphere. 

All in all, this was a successful service which was appreciated by all and which swelled 

our usual numbers by over five times. It highlighted the importance of learning to be 

flexible in worship, of being inclusive and welcoming, of identifying with national 

culture and making use of the skills and talents which are available. 

David O McEwan 

St John’s Cathedral—Thanksgiving Weekend 



Page 4 Diocesan Newsletter 

N
e
w
s
 a
n
d
 E
v
e
n
ts
 f
r
o
m
 a
r
o
u
n
d
 t
h
e
 D
io
c
e
s
e
 

A Discovery day led by Godly Play presenters Alex Mackenzie and Margaret Grant 

This creative way of sharing the Christian message has been found to work well not 

only with children but with all ages.   Those attending our Faith in Older People day 

expressed a wish to know more about it particularly in relation to those with 

dementia or other cognitive impairment. 

The session will include an introductory session on group working and the main part 

of the day given over to the Godly Play folk who will lead us in a day which promises 

to be fun as well as instructive.  Open to all interested. 

'As Godly Play is radically different from traditional teaching methods and very 

effective, it is really difficult to describe its impact - much better to come and let us 

show you!'   

Please contact Alison Clark if you are interested in attending. 
alisonclark52@gmail.com ; 01700 500489; 07974 744156 

Lay Leadership Day, Saturday 14th November  

Thank you for the Vision for Mission reviews which are still coming in.  If you want a 

visitor to support you working through Steps 4 & 5, get in touch asap.  Only a few 

months left to create your mission plan.  Alison Clark  

 alisonclark52@gmail.com ; 01700 500489; 07974 744156 

Vision for Mission 
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Faith in Action—October—The Environment 

Response to Refugee Crisis 
The Most Rev David Chillingworth, Primus has, on behalf of the Scottish Episcopal 

Church, written to the Prime Minister, the letter can be read at http://

www.scotland.anglican.org/responding-to-the-migrant-and-refugee-crisis/ 

Bishops have been reflecting on the refugee crisis in various newspapers. You can 

read what they say on the Scottish Episcopal Website http://

www.scotland.anglican.org/bishops-comment-on-refugee-crisis/ 

(reproduced from Inspires on-line) 

The Rt Rev Dr Gregor Duncan, Bishop of Glasgow & Galloway says “I would 

like to add my voice to those of the French Government and UN experts in 

protesting against the capital sentence proposed to be executed upon student Ali al-

Nimr who was a minor at the time of his alleged offence.  I urge the King to 

recognise that this is a wholly disproportionate punishment and to act accordingly to 

save this young man’s life.  I ask this, very simply, for the love and mercy of God.” 
 

The Rt Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness says “I want to 

express my horror and anger at the behaviour of the government and leadership of 

a country which we claim to be our friends and allies, a country that can 

contemplate the execution of a young man who simply disagreed with them. The 

threatened execution and display of the body of Ali al-Nimr is simply inhuman and 

something unacceptable to people who seek justice and peace in our world. 

“We have a tendency to condemn the atrocities that are perpetrated by our enemies 

or those out of step with what we see as “in our interests” while ignoring the 

behaviour of those who we want or need as friends and allies. That just isn’t good 

enough, the execution of someone who simply disagrees with you is wrong from 

whatever side you stand, you cannot condemn one and ignore the other. All life is 

sacred and the defenceless should always be protected, whatever that may cost. 

“I urge the Saudi government and their Monarch, King Saman, to stop this 

execution and I pray that world leaders learn that fear and torture only benefit 

those who seek to destroy. Love and compassion is the route to building a better 

world. 
 

The Rt Rev Dr John Armes, Bishop of Edinburgh says “I am deeply shocked 

that the Saudi courts would press for the execution of Ali al-Nimr.  In the name of 

the compassionate God I appeal to King Salman to grant clemency to him.  I would 

urge that this is an opportunity for the King to set an example to others, 

demonstrating his Kingdom’s commitment to proper legal process and human rights. 

It is worrying that the UK government has remained largely silent on this 

matter.  Many have questioned the present government’s commitment to human 

rights and their silence here is perhaps further chilling evidence that they are not 

prepared to champion the cause of the powerless.  I call upon the UK government to 

speak out and to do all in its power to bring about a change of heart in the Saudi 

authorities.  This death sentence is completely unjustified.” 
 

(Reproduced from Inspires on-line. Sign up at at www.scotland.anglican.org) 

Championing the cause of the powerless – Bishops com-

ment on the proposed execution of Ali al-Nimr 

Give us eyes to see your new creation,  

breaking in upon us, frail and beautiful like tiny flowers in tarmac cracks - surprising 

us as we rush to our business.  

We stop, and look, and water it - although time is money and water is metered 

helping it grow, until the earth is filled with knowledge of you, and the tarmac desert 

shall rejoice and blossom abundantly.  



October 2015 Page 6 

The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US 

Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly 

Telephone : 01631 562323 

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Diocesan Learning & Congregational Development Officer:  

Alison Clark  

Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489 

alisonclark52@gmail.com  

Communications 
NEWSLETTER 

The November Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be 

received at the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday 26th October, 2015.  

WEBSITE  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

ONLINE INSPIRES 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

Diocesan Diary 
4th October  Formal launch of Scottish Episcopal Institute 

12th October  West Highland Region Meeting 

13th October  Diocesan Finance & Property Board 

   Diocesan Board of Mission & Ministry 

   MOD an Obain Gaelic Eucharist 5.30pm St John’s Cathedral,  

19th—22nd October Diocesan Retreat 

14th November  Lay Leadership Day 

Scottish Churches Anti-Human Trafficking Group 

Crossing Continents to Combat Trafficking—Conference 

Saturday 17th October, 9.30am—4.45pm  

St George’s Tron Church, Buchanan St, Glasgow G2 1HW 

Contact Miriam Weibye, Action of Churches Together in Scotland 

(ACTS) 01259 216980/222363; miriamweibye@acts-scotland.org 


