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St. John’s continues to be busy throughout the summer with its many visitors 

during the week, particularly to the Thursday coffee mornings.  If you are in Oban 

make sure you pop in between 11am and 2pm as the home baking is 

wonderful.  So good in fact that the Provost’s husband has started taking her 

running to reduce the weight gain!  We enjoyed a fantastic concert by the Danish 

choir ‘Hymnia’ at the end of July. They were touring Scotland and had a free night 

so called to ask if they could give a free concert.  We are pleased we didn’t 

decline.   

The Congregation of St Peter’s attended a barbecue at the Rectory, St Peter’s 

House on  

Saturday the 15th of August. This was in order for my Wife Sam and I to say 

‘Thanks’ to everyone who, over the past 7 months have been extremely supportive 

and welcoming to both of us since our arrival on Lewis. After a ‘difficult’ winter 

St Peter’s, Stornoway 

The Argyll Convention ended its three 

days with a Songs of Praise on the Friday 

evening in St. John’s.  It is so good to 

see the church used and loved by all 

denominations.  The Vestry held its 

annual training led by Dean Andrew 

Swift.  A good day of discussion, 

learning, fellowship and worship.  An old 

friend returned to St. John’s last 

St John’s Cathedral, Oban 

weekend.  Graeme Parry and his wife Jane who had been living in Australia but 

now returned to Scotland brought  their son Jack for baptism.   Jack loved the 

attention and decided that he would soak the congregation during coffee as he 

dipped his toes in the font.                                                Very Rev Nicki McNelly 

Hymnia 

Jack soaks the Provost and his Grandad 
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Book Corner 

Music for a Summer Afternoon - Cathedral of the Isles, 

Cumbrae  Sunday afternoons at 3pm 

6th September  Christopher Bragg, organ 

13th September Raymond Spasovski, piano 

20th September Kentigern String Quartet 

27th September Gustàv Fenyö, piano 

Further information from The Warden, The Cathedral of The Isles, Millport 

Email: cathedral_cumbrae@btconnect.com Tel: 01475 530353 

For some years now, members and friends of the Carmel Community have made 

an annual pilgrimage to one or other of the ruined pre Reformation chapels that 

are to be found on the Isle of Lewis. 

This year, our journey took us to the remote landscape of Mealista , where there 

is an intriguing place  name, Tigh nan  Cailleachan Dhua- the House of the Black 

Women. This name , by oral tradition, refers to a small community of religious 

who  lived their lives of prayer , work and study in this place of harsh beauty. 

there was great hope for a better summer. So 

it was with some trepidation that we went 

headlong into planning an outdoor event.  We 

needn’t have worried and all our prayers were 

answered. The day began at 3pm with the first 

gusts arriving as the sun parted the clouds. We 

were blessed by beautiful weather and there 

was food and liquid refreshment aplenty for the 

40 people who attended. It was also good to 

see old friends who were able to come and share the day with us. Everyone 

brought chairs and mingled whilst consuming the fare set out before them! There 

was great fellowship and laughter and the few hardy souls who stayed to the end 

at 8pm had to eventually admit defeat to the midge’s who had waited patiently 

throughout the day before executing attack mode as the sun went behind the 

clouds ! Blessings Always, Fr Terry Taggart  

The Carmel Community 

Fifteen of us set out on the journey, beginning with Itinerary 

prayers at various starting points. Dr. Mary Macleod Rivett, 

the archaeologist accompanied us , helping us to 'read' the 

features of the landscape of Mealista, which was  inhabited 

for more than 6,000 years,  until the Highland clearances. We 

were encouraged by local artist Jane Harlington to draw  

impressions and images with pen and ink as a record of the 

day, which happened to be the old Prayer Book Kalendar 

feast of Lammas. After a time of exploration and reflection, we gathered for an 

Agape service led by Peter Harlington from the Passing Place chaplaincy at the 

Blue Pig Gallery. We gave thanks for the abundance of God's  gifts in our lives 

with prayer and song, and the Lammas bread was broken and shared. A picnic 

followed under blue skies, until the customary rain set in , and we finished the 

day in the comfortable surroundings of the School House cafe at Loch Croistean.                 

         Sr Clare 

In a Strange Land...People with Dementia and the Local Church by the late 

Malcom Goldsmith, Episcopal priest and instrumental in setting up Faith in Older 

People (FIOP).  'A mine of information and of practical suggestions...' 
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Diocesan Retreat - Monday 19th to Thursday 22 October 2014 

The Diocesan Retreat  is now open to all comers - book now to be sure of a place. 
 

Christian Mindfulness - A Wellspring for Mission 

Sister Carmel Byrne, Garden Cottage Spirituality Centre, Kilgraston, Bridge of Earn, 

will lead the retreat and will be available throughout the three days to help those who 

find the experience challenging or those who are making a retreat for the first time.    

Booking forms may be downloaded from the diocesan website home page or booking 

made  by conta ct ing  The  Col le ge , Cumbra e  01475 530353, 

Cathedral_Cumbrae@btconnect.com  

If you've never been on a retreat and are not sure what to expect, do get in touch 
with Alison - alisonclark52@gmail.com 

Thank you to those congregations who have sent in their Vision for Mission review.  

If you haven't made the end of August date for this, you can still send in your brief 

report.  it doesn't need to be a formal document -just a     brief summary - see 

Steps 1 and 3 of the Vision for Mission pack.   (The pack can be accessed on the 

home page of the diocesan website of you can't quite lay hands on it!)    Alison Clark 

Vision for Mission Review 

Dear +Kevin 

 

Bishop's Lent appeal 2015 

 

I write to acknowledge receipt of the proceeds of your Lent Appeal.  Thank you 

for  the recent payment of £2,485.35 

 

As you know the all the Bishops’ lent appeals this year will be used to help fund the 
training of full-time ordinands in the Scottish Episcopal Institute.  The first candidate 
is due to commence her studies this year and I  will be able to report to the Institute 
Council when it meets next week that I anticipate that the proceeds from the Lent 
Appeals and this year’s General Synod offering, combined with a number of other 
donations  received in the last year, should almost be sufficient to fund her through 
her three year degree course.  Consideration will no doubt need to be given to the 
question of how such ordinands are funded in the future but for the time being it is 
good to know that through the generosity of church members sufficient  funding is 

now in place to fund the first full-time ordinand.   

Thank you for agreeing to use your Lent Appeal in this manner. 

Regards, 

Malcolm 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Malcolm G Bett 
Treasurer 
Scottish Episcopal Church 
Tel 0131 225 6357 
Fax 0131 346 7247 
treasurer@scotland.anglican.org 
visit the SEC website at: www.scotland.anglican.org 
 
 
 

General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church         Scottish Charity No SC015962  

Bishop’s Lent Appeal 
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St John's is rounding off its financial year with a weekend of activities on the theme 

"God is generous ... can we be generous too?" - the idea being to reflect on what 

God gives us through St John's and responding to it, while having a bit of fun and 

fellowship.  Everyone from the Diocese is invited to join in.  The programme is: 

Saturday 26th Events running all day from 10.30am, including a flower festival, 

photographic exhibition, displays, refreshments and Cathedral tours - your chance 

to learn more about your Cathedral. 

7.30pm: Songs of Praise 

Sunday 27th 8am and 10.15am: the usual Harvest services, with the Bishop 

preaching at the latter. 

Following the 10.15 service, there will be a congregational soup lunch and a further 

opportunity to see the exhibitions.  The soup lunch is open to all attending the 10.15 

service; if you are visiting it would be helpful if you could let the Provost in advance 

know for catering purposes.  Payment for the lunch is by donation.  

5pm Choral Evensong (the last one of the 2015 series). 

We hope to see as many of you as possible during the weekend.            Peter Kemp 

St John's Cathedral Oban Thanksgiving Weekend - 

 26 and 27 September 2015 

Our August event took place last Saturday, and I am glad to report it a success. Not 

as many people came as did to our Twentieth Anniversary celebration last year, but 

there was still an excellent turnout. Our guests enjoyed cream teas prepared by 

several ladies of the congregation, who deserve everybody’s hearty thanks. People 

from the other congregations on the island came in some numbers, and happily 

enjoyed an ecumenical chat as they consumed their teas. As a background to this 

socialising, our Recorder Group played a selection of tunes old and new, both 

classical pieces and Scottish folksongs. Thanks are due to the members of the Group, 

Dorothy Campling and Michael Collins: their playing and their repertoire continue to 

improve at every event, and by now they are really very accomplished. At three 

o’clock, those present broke off their conversations and gave their attention to 

“Deckchairs”, a comedy sketch specially adapted for the occasion by Michael Collins 

and Michael Campling, who took part along with Dorothy Campling and John Roberts. 

This was appreciated, especially Dorothy’s extremely funny monologue about the 

problems of partners at the seaside tea dance and men in general (she had 

substantially adapted this herself from a script first performed at the Isle of Arran 

Drama Festival). Much laughter was heard. Though this August event was not in 

principle a fundraiser per se, a very worthwhile amount was raised for church funds 

from voluntary contributions. There was also a second-hand book sale, with the 

stock substantially boosted by the remaining library of Hazel MacLeod who sadly died 

at New Year. This contained some worthwhile volumes and attracted quite a bit of 

interest. A huge number of books remained, of course, as they usually do on these 

church occasions, and they would have been far too many for our little church 

building to accommodate in the long run, but fortunately a member of the 

congregation, Hilary Stubbs, was able to pass them on to her daughter in 

Northumberland for the benefit of the RNLI in those parts (this was just as Hazel 

would have wished).  The afternoon ended with Evensong from the Scottish Prayer 

Book, conducted by Fr Simon.  We were not able to secure the services of a choir 

this time, as we did last August, but I think everybody gave a good account of 

themselves singing “Tell out my soul” as a paraphrase of the Magnificat, and joining 

in the Taizé version of the “Nunc dimittis” (in Latin). The service was appreciated by 

the ecumenical gathering, and formed a fitting reverent ending to a most enjoyable 

church social occasion. 

St Margaret’s, Isle of Arran—A good day was enjoyed by all 
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New Warden Appointed for Cumbrae Retreat House 

The Board of Directors of Island Retreats Limited is 

delighted to announce the appointment of Andrew Wright 

as the new Warden of their retreat house, the College of 

the Holy Spirit on the Isle of Cumbrae. Andrew, who 

presently works as a lay chaplain and administrator at St 

John’s Episcopal Church in Princes St, Edinburgh. He has 

previously had roles including working in the Iona 

Community and as a primary school teacher. He is married 

to Amanda, who will join him on Cumbrae, and they have 

 

MOD AN OBAIN 2015 

Tuesday, 13th October  

5.30pm in St John’s Cathedral, Oban 

GAELIC EUCHARIST 

Celebrated by Rev Canon Simon Mackenzie 

Faith in Action 

Prayer for racial justice  

Our heavenly Father,  

You made us in your own image and likeness.  

Help us to treat everyone with dignity and respect.  

You sent your only Son to show us how to live.  

Teach us to live like him, loving and caring for everyone.  

Help us to remember that we are all members of the same human family, your 

family.  

Help us to remember that we all experience grief, hunger, pain, joy and happiness in 

the same way whatever our creed, the colour of our skins or our status in life.  

Help us not to judge and be prejudiced but to be  

compassionate and kind.  

Loving Father, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

AMEN  

 

More information on this month’s theme can be found on the SEC website 

http://www.scotland.anglican.org/spirituality/prayer/faith-in-action/ 

Our pop-up programme resumes in September, with a service at the Kinloch Hotel on 

the 9th, and then one at the Catacol Bay Hotel at the beginning of October, shortly 

before we meet with the other churches of the Mid-Argyll group in Tarbert for our 

“Council of the Isles” on the 15th. After that, the winter ferry timetable comes in, 

somewhat limiting our links with the Kintyre mainland.                          John Roberts 

There is an excellent Gaelic page on the Diocesan website compiled by David 

McEwan, which includes the 1982 Liturgy spoken in Gaelic. 

http://www.argyll.anglican.org/resources/spiritualworship-resources/gaelic/ 

two sons, presently studying. 

Thanks are extended to Cynthia Constable who has been acting Warden over the 

Summer. 
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The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US 

Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly 

Telephone : 01631 562323 

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Diocesan Learning & Congregational Development Officer:  

Alison Clark  

Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489 

alisonclark52@gmail.com  

Communications 
NEWSLETTER 

The August Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at 

the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday 28th September, 2015.  

WEBSITE  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

ONLINE INSPIRES 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

Diocesan Diary 

17th September Diocesan Synod Working Party 

13th October  Diocesan Finance & Property Board 

   Diocesan Board of Mission & Ministry 

19th—22nd October Diocesan Retreat 

14th November  Lay Leadership Day 

Since the launch of DiscipleKit, thousands of people have already logged on to find resources to help them grow 

disciples. Are you one of them? If you've already visited the site, keep checking back for new, and regularly 

updated, reviews. http://www.disciplekit.org/ 

The Marriage Challenge is a fun and informative monthly podcast designed to help any couple strengthen their 

relationship. Each month features a guest couple tackling a different topic, sharing when and how they got it 

wrong and what has helped them to change. Each edition also features a helpful challenge for the listener to try 

during the next month. www.careforthefamily.org.uk/family-life/marriage-support/the-marriage-challenge 

The Marriage Challenge 

'Go and make disciples...' Matthew 28:19 


